
     Year 9 English – Revision Checklist for Poetry Exam 

Summer Examination Skills 

           Tick each box when you are confident. This checklist tells you HOW to get 
marks, not just what to revise. 

 

🅐 SECTION A – Reading and Analysis Skills (42 marks) 

Understanding a Text 

I can… 

☐ Work out when something happens using clues 
☐ Use a detail or short quote to support my answer 
☐ Describe how feelings change from beginning to end 
☐ Compare positive feelings with negative feelings 
☐ Explain ideas clearly in full sentences 

     Marks come from explanation + evidence. 

 

Analysing Language 

I can… 

☐ Choose one strong example of descriptive language 
☐ Say which sense it links to (sight, sound, touch, taste, smell) 
☐ Explain what it shows 
☐ Explain its effect on the reader 

     Always explain why it is effective. 

 

Identifying Themes and Ideas 

I can… 

☐ Find several short quotes that link to the same idea 
☐ Choose relevant quotes, not long ones 
☐ Select quotes from different parts of the text 

     More accurate quotes = more marks. 

 

 



Writing a Personal Response 

I can… 

☐ Write two clear paragraphs 
☐ Make a clear point in each paragraph 
☐ Use a quote as evidence 
☐ Explain how the evidence links to the point 
☐ Keep my answer focused on the question 

     P.E.E. structure helps secure top marks. 

 

Language Techniques 

I can… 

☐ Identify sensory imagery 
☐ Identify metaphor 
☐ Identify alliteration 
☐ Explain what something represents (symbolism) 
☐ Link symbols to ideas or messages 

     Name the technique first, then explain it. 

 

🅑 SECTION B – Creative Writing Skills (50 marks) 

Content & Ideas 

I can… 

☐ Write about a clear memory or experience 
☐ Describe where and when it happens 
☐ Show emotions through actions and description 
☐ Organise ideas into paragraphs 

 

Using Literary Devices 

I can… 

☐ Use similes or metaphors 
☐ Include sensory description 
☐ Use personification where appropriate 
☐ Use at least three devices clearly 



     Devices must be clear and purposeful. 

 

Vocabulary & Expression 

I can… 

☐ Use interesting vocabulary 
☐ Avoid repeating the same words 
☐ Write clearly and fluently 

 

Accuracy 

I can… 

☐ Use capital letters correctly 
☐ Use full stops and commas 
☐ Paragraph my writing clearly 

     These marks are easy to gain if you check your work. 

 

    FINAL EXAM CHECK 

Before handing in, I will… 

☐ Re-read every answer 
☐ Make sure I answered every question 
☐ Check spelling and punctuation 
☐ Improve unclear sentences 

 

     If most boxes are ticked, you are well prepared. 

 


