
     Year 8 English – Revision Checklist 

Persuasive Writing & Rhetorical Devices 

     Use this checklist to make sure you are READY for the exam. 
Tick each box once you feel confident. 

 

🅐 SECTION A – Rhetorical Devices (10 marks) 

I can… 

☐ Identify a simile (uses like or as) 
☐ Identify a metaphor (says something is something else) 
☐ Identify personification (human qualities) 
☐ Identify alliteration (same starting sound) 
☐ Identify hyperbole (exaggeration) 
☐ Identify onomatopoeia (sound words) 
☐ Identify a rhetorical question 
 

     Goal: Full marks – these are knowledge questions. 

 

🅑 SECTION B – Reading the Persuasive Speech (30 marks) 

I can… 

☐ Find direct address (you, your, we) 
☐ Explain why a device makes writing persuasive 
☐ Identify similes and explain what they suggest 
☐ Identify metaphors and explain the comparison 
☐ Find two rhetorical questions in the speech 
☐ Explain why rhetorical questions are effective 
☐ Explain why statistics make writing believable 
☐ Identify onomatopoeia and explain its effect 
☐ Explain hyperbole and why exaggeration is used 
☐ Spot emotional language (pathos) 
☐ Explain how examples help persuade 
☐ Use short quotes (3–6 words is enough!) 

     Goal: Name the device + explain the effect. 

 



🅒 SECTION C – Writing a Persuasive Paragraph (20 marks) 

While writing, I include… 

☐ At least 5 different rhetorical devices 
☐ A rhetorical question 
☐ A simile or metaphor 
☐ A fact or hyperbole 
☐ Emotional language 
☐ A strong ending sentence 

After writing, I check… 

☐ Capital letters 
☐ Full stops 
☐ Spelling of common words 
☐ That I have actually used 5 devices 

     Goal: Be convincing AND accurate. 

 

 


