
     Year 10 English Poetry Comparison – Revision Checklist 

           This checklist shows exactly what you must do to score marks in the exam. 
Tick each box once you are confident. 

 

🅐 Understanding the Task 

I understand that I must: 

☐ Answer ONE question only 
☐ Compare two poems together (not one at a time) 
☐ Use short quotations or references 
☐ Write 3–5 developed paragraphs 
☐ Include an introduction and conclusion 

     Comparing throughout = higher marks. 

 

🅑 Understanding Ideas About War (Marks come from insight) 

I can: 

☐ Explain how war affects soldiers 
☐ Identify different emotions shown (e.g. fear, confusion, urgency) 
☐ Explain attitudes to war, not just what happens 
☐ Spot similarities between the poems 
☐ Spot differences between the poems 

     Higher levels explain attitudes, not just events. 

 

🅒 Making Comparisons (Very Important) 

I can: 

☐ Compare both poems in the same paragraph 
☐ Use linking phrases like: 

• Both poems show… 

• However, in contrast… 

• Similarly…  

☐ Avoid writing one poem per paragraph 
☐ Compare ideas more than once 



     Sustained comparison is needed for Levels 5–6. 

 

🅓 Language, Imagery, Sound and Structure 

I can: 

☐ Identify key language choices 
☐ Comment on imagery and what it suggests 
☐ Notice sound (short lines, repetition, harsh sounds) 
☐ Notice structure (pace, line length, movement) 
☐ Explain how these choices show the impact of war 

     Always explain the EFFECT. 

 

🅔 Using Quotations and Evidence 

I can: 

☐ Choose short quotations (2–5 words) 
☐ Embed quotations into my sentences 
☐ Explain what each quote shows 
☐ Avoid copying long lines 

     Well-chosen quotes score more than long ones. 

 

🅕 Organisation and Paragraphs 

I can: 

☐ Write a clear introduction comparing both poems 
☐ Use topic sentences at the start of paragraphs 
☐ Develop ideas (not list points) 
☐ Finish with a clear conclusion 
☐ Keep writing fluent and focused 

     Organisation is part of the marks. 

 

    Aiming Higher (Levels 5–6) 

To reach higher levels, I can: 



☐ Make comparisons throughout the whole answer 
☐ Analyse language in detail 
☐ Use confident subject vocabulary 
☐ Show a clear, thoughtful understanding of war 
☐ Write clearly and fluently 

 

     Final Exam Check 

Before handing in, I will: 

☐ Re-read my response 
☐ Check I compared both poems in each paragraph 
☐ Check spelling and punctuation 
☐ Improve unclear explanations 

 

     If most boxes are ticked, you are well prepared for the exam. 

 


