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St. Patrick’s Sixth Form: Your Pathway to Success 

At St. Patrick’s, Sixth Form is more than just the next step in education; it is a vital bridge 
between school and the wider world. Whether preparing for university or the workplace, our 
students are empowered to take ownership of their future within a disciplined and supportive 
environment. 

Academic Excellence & Ambition 

We place a high premium on academic discipline and hard work. Our goal is to ensure every 
student achieves the results needed to unlock their preferred career path. By following the 
example of our successful alumni—who have progressed to top-tier universities and prestigious 
higher-level apprenticeships—our students learn that diligence leads directly to success. 

A Supportive Transition 

Starting Post-16 study is a significant shift. We ensure a smooth transition through: 

• Comprehensive Induction: Clear guidance on academic and behavioural expectations. 
• Ongoing Pastoral Care: Dedicated support to help navigate the challenges of A-Levels. 
• Celebrating Success: We take immense pride in our Senior students as ambassadors, 

celebrating their achievements in assemblies and across our social media platforms. 

Developing the Whole Person 

A successful Sixth Form experience is about balance. We encourage all students to immerse 
themselves in the extracurricular life of the school. Striking a healthy chord between sporting, 
charitable, and social endeavours alongside academics is key. 

These activities are not just for fun; they are essential for: 

• Personal Growth: Building confidence and leadership skills. 
• Stand-out Applications: Providing the "soft skills" and evidence of character that 

employers and universities look for in references. 

Leadership & Community Leadership & Community 

A well-rounded St. Patrick’s student is more than just a learner; they are a vital participant in our 
school’s daily life. While we offer an extensive range of established clubs, we also champion 
student agency. If you have a passion for a new society or project, your Year Head will provide 
the guidance and resources to help you bring that vision to life. 

Get Involved: Stay updated via AM Reg. notices, Senior Assemblies, School notice boards & 
Google Classroom. Every activity is a chance to forge lifelong friendships and build a standout 
CV. 

Your Future Starts Here 

Your legacy at St. Patrick’s is built on more than just grades. Your attitude, commitment, and 
contribution to our community form the bedrock of your UCAS and employment references. By 
maintaining a motivated and focused approach, you ensure your final school report reflects your 
full potential and opens doors to the world’s best opportunities. 

 



ACCEPTANCE INTO SENIOR SCHOOL 

 
A student who hopes to progress into Senior School should have had an acceptable standard 
of behaviour and a positive pastoral record in Years 8-12. 
 

This includes: 

 Excellent attendance. 

 High Levels of Punctuality. 

 A positive SIMS behaviour management report. 

 High levels of participation in school-based activities. 
 

 

SUBJECT CHOICE FOR A-LEVEL 

 
The basis on which choices should be made is as follows: 

 
1. Your examination progress in the 'Mocks' and in the GCSE.  

  
 You need a good grade at GCSE to take any A-Level and experience shows that students 
taking an A-Level without at least grade B at GCSE have difficulties with their studies.  
Any student taking on a new A-Level subject without any previous GCSE experience in 
that subject should demonstrate enthusiasm and a positive GCSE profile. Heads of 
Department will be also able to offer guidance, where needed.  

 
2. Preference for a subject is very important. 

  
 You will do better in a subject you enjoy.  Remember that at A-Level you study a subject 
in depth for eight periods per week.  You are also expected to work at each subject on 
your own. 

 
3. Check that your choice of A-Levels corresponds to your Career Ambitions. 

   
 Consult Careers Staff and check relevant careers literature. 
 

This is a critically important decision. 
It is better to be safe than sorry. 

 
4. Take advice! 

 Talk your decisions over with your parents or anybody who can give realistic advice. 
 

5. Above all - make the decision yourself.   
 

 It is your life, and you will have to live with the decisions taken.   
 

 

TAKE YOUR TIME 
BE GUIDED 

MAKE UP YOUR OWN MIND 
 



POTENTIAL POST-16 OPTIONS 

TIMELINE 2026 

 
Wednesday 21st January Year 12 Options booklet updated.  
 
Friday 23rd January  Year 12 Options Booklet & Post-16 Subject videos 

available on the school website. 
 
Tuesday 27th January Year 12 Options Booklet completed & 
 distributed. Options timeline explained, 
 
Wednesday 4th Feb  Year 12 Options Afternoon – Parents and students 

have the options process outlined and then visit 
subject stalls in the school canteen: 4pm start. 

 
Thurs 5th – Fri 6th Feb Academic Review Days – Year 12 Parents will 

have the opportunity to discuss Academic & 
Pastoral progress & Post-16 choices with their 
son’s Form Teacher. 

 
Mon 16th Feb – Fri 20th Feb  Students make a Free Choice within various areas 

of study. 
 
Wed 25th Feb – Fri 27th Feb Students make choices within the limitations of 

timetable blocks. 
 

Mon 2nd Mar – Wed 4th March Students make amendments to choices following 
discussion at home. 

 
 
Wednesday 4th March The process ends for now. 
 
 
August 2026 Opportunity to make final amendments after GCSE 

results.  
 (If approved) 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 



AS LEVEL OPTIONS & CHOICES 2026 

 
Student Name: ______________________________________  Class:  ___________ 
 
 

The following AS subjects will be offered from September 2026: 
 

Art & Design  Government & Politics 
 

Biology History 
 

Business Studies Irish 
 

Business Cambridge Tech Award Level 3  IT Cambridge Tech Award Level 3 
 

Chemistry Life & Health Sciences 
 

Construction (BTEC) Mathematics 
 

Creative Digital Media Production(BTEC) Moving Image Arts* 

Digital Technology Music 
 

Drama & Theatre Studies* Physics 
 

Engineering (BTEC) RE* 
 

English Literature Software Systems Development 
 

Environmental Technology Sports Science 
 

French* Technology & Design 
 

Geography Travel & Tourism 
 

 

 *Consortium subjects taught entirely in another school. 

  
 

 
PLEASE SELECT IN ORDER OF PREFERENCE THE THREE AS SUBJECTS YOU 
ANTICIPATE YOU WILL TAKE TO A2 LEVEL IN YEAR 14: 
 
 

1st Choice: ____________________________________________________ 
 
 

2nd Choice: ____________________________________________________ 
 
 

3rd Choice: ____________________________________________________ 
 
 

PLEASE SELECT A FOURTH AS SUBJECT FROM THE ABOVE LIST: 
 
 

4th Choice: ____________________________________________________ 
 

 
*Please tick if you intend not returning to St. Patrick’s Grammar School   

 

 



ART & DESIGN  
 

General Description: 
This A Level is a two-year course of study 
This is a completely practical subject, and it is suitable for students who enjoy the subject. It is a 
natural progression from GCSE study building on skills, knowledge and understanding. A 
background in Art and Design will tell future employers that your interests are diverse, that you are 
a creative thinker and can apply yourself to problem solving in a practical, lateral way. 
 

Module Breakdown: 
 

Unit  Assessment Format 

Component 1: 
personal investigation 

This component comprises of two discrete but linked 
elements.  
Teacher assessment of student’s coursework portfolio, with 
external moderation.  
Worth 60% of A Level. 

Element 1: practical 
portfolio 

Students produce a practical portfolio/body of work 

Element 2: related study A Written/illustrated component relating to their practical 
portfolio. Can take the form of an illustrated essay/digital 
presentation (PP)/blog/illustrated study sheets or written 
report.  
Written Investigation (1000-2000 words). 
internally marked, externally moderated. 

 

Component 2: 
Externally set task 

15-hour controlled response. Students present an outcome 
in response to the theme.  
Teacher assessment of controlled test, with external 
moderation.  

40% of A2 and 24% of A level. 

 
**This is a composite class where Year 13 & 14 students will be taught together** 

Course Requirements: 
 
The minimum requirement for this course is a grade C in GCSE Art and Design. 

Career Opportunities: 
 

Students must refer to the prospectus of the relevant university to check entry requirements for 
particular courses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Architecture     Animation    Film/TV Design  
Teaching/ Lecturer   Art therapy   Industrial Design 
Fashion Design    Product Design  Artist   
Furniture Design    Graphic Design  Interior Design 
Community Artwork             ICT/Film/ Multimedia industries 



 

BIOLOGY (CCEA) 
 

General Description: 
The specification is designed to promote continuity, coherence and progression within the study 

of Biology. The A Level award provides a basis for the further study, at tertiary level, of Biology 

and related courses. For those progressing directly into employment, an AS or A-Level award is 

relevant not only in the fields of science, engineering and medicine, but also to areas of 

commerce and the public service in which problem-solving and practical skills are valued. The 

specification helps to provide an understanding of how biological developments affect the 

environment. The specification also contributes towards an understanding of ethical and cultural 

issues, thus adding to a full and rounded education.     

Module Breakdown: 
Unit  Assessment Format 

AS 1: Molecules and Cells  1 hour 30 minutes written examination; externally 

assessed. 

37.5% of AS, 15% of A level 

AS 2: Organisms and 

Biodiversity  

1 hour 30 minutes written examination; externally 

assessed. 

37.5% of AS, 15% of A level 

AS 3: Assessment of 

Practical Skills in AS Biology  

External written examination assessing practical skills (1 

hour) 

Internal practical assessment.  (Teachers mark the 

assessment and CCEA moderate the results.) 

 

25% of AS, 10% of A level 

A2 1: Physiology and 

Ecosystems  

2 hour 15 minutes written examination; externally 

assessed.  

24% of A level 

A2 2: Biochemistry, Genetics 

and Evolutionary Trends  

2 hour 15 minutes written examination; externally 

assessed. 

24% of A level 

A2 3: Assessment of 

Investigational and Practical 

Skills in Biology  

External written examination assessing practical skills (1 

hour 15 min) 

Internal practical assessment (Teachers mark the 

assessment and CCEA moderate the results.) 

 

12% of A level. 
 

Course Requirements: 
 

Students must have achieved a minimum Grade A in their year 11 Biology module and a 

minimum Grade BB at GCSE DAS.  
 

Career Opportunities: 

 
Medicine      Dentist Science Teacher    Pharmacist 

Biologist      Clinical Research Science Technician    Dietician 

Food Technologist      Psychiatrist        Forensic Consultant    Veterinary Science 
* Students must refer to the prospectus of the relevant university to check entry requirements for 

particular courses. 

 

 



 

BUSINESS STUDIES (CCEA) 
 

General Description: 
 
Business Studies A-level is concerned with making students aware of the diverse nature of business 
enterprise.  An integrative approach is used in delivery, which involves emphasising the 
interdependence of the various parts of the business itself, and its interdependence with society 
and the national and international economies in which it operates. 
 

Module Breakdown: 
 

Unit  Assessment Format 

AS 1: Introduction 
to Business  

1 hour 30 minutes’ external examination paper.  2 compulsory 
structured data response questions (80 marks). 50% of AS and 20% 
of A2 

AS 2: Growing the 
Business 

1 hour 30 minutes’ external examination. 2 compulsory structured 
data response questions (80 marks). 50% of AS and 20% of A2 

A2 1: Strategic 
Decision Making 

2-hour external examination.  5 compulsory structured data response 
questions (90 marks). 30% of A2 

A2 2: The Changing 
Business 
Environment 

2-hour external examination.  6 compulsory structured data response 
questions (90 marks). 30% of A2 

 

Course Requirements: 
 
To study AS and A2 Level Business Studies, it is not essential to have studied GCSE but an 
advantage to have achieved a Grade B.  Problem Solving and Decision-Making skills are 
necessary requirements, therefore, it is essential for prospective candidates to have a good 
grade in GCSE Mathematics due to the statistical content encountered in the subject.  As 
the examination questions require extended writing a grade B in GCSE English would be 
preferred. Students choosing the subject must be prepared to complete extra reading around the 
subject to develop an awareness of current business practice.  This is essential as the examinations 
will test the knowledge and understanding of real business practices.   
 

Career Opportunities: 
 
Business Owner 
Entrepreneur 
Accountancy 
Management posts in finance, marketing, human resources or operations 
Financial services 
Banking as well as other Finance and Business-related courses.  
 

* Students must refer to the prospectus of the relevant university to check entry requirements for 
particular courses. 

 

 

 



 

BUSINESS CAMBRIDGE TECHNICAL (OCR) 
[LEVEL 3 EXTENDED CERTIFICATE] 

 
 

General Description: 
 
The Cambridge Technical Level 3 Extended Certificate in Business will give learners the opportunity 
to learn and understand a broad range of business and entrepreneurial knowledge and skills 
associated with working within a business enterprise. The learner will understand the way in which 
any venture in business (big or small) is a function of the relationship between its people, its 
marketing, its finance and its ability to deliver operationally upon its commitments. 
 
This vocational qualification is graded as: Distinction*          Distinction            Merit              
Pass  
 
 

Module Breakdown: 
 

This course offers a combination of assignment based work and external exams. 
 
There will be one exam unit in Year 13 and one portfolio unit.  This will involve researching certain 
topics related to a specific business. 
 
In Year 14 there is one exam unit and 2 portfolio units.  The portfolio units will be based on 
specific business scenarios.    
 
It will provide learners with the opportunity through applied learning to develop the core specialist 
knowledge, skills and understanding required in the business sector. 

 

 

Course Requirements: 
 
GCSE Business is an advantage but not a necessity for students who want to study this course.  
Students will require a minimum of Grade C in GCSE Maths and English. 
 

Career Opportunities: 
 
Business Management 
Law 
Accountancy 
Finance 
Investment Banking 
Human Resources 
Marketing 
Entrepreneur and much more 
 

* Students must refer to the prospectus of the relevant university to check entry requirements for 
particular courses. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CHEMISTRY (CCEA) 

General Description: 
 

This specification enables students to study elements and the compounds they form, discuss and 

analyse the contribution of Chemistry to society.  It contributes to environmental education by indicating 

ways in which Chemistry impinges on society. For students progressing directly into employment, an 

AS or A-Level in Chemistry would be useful in the fields of science, engineering and medicine, and in 

areas of commerce and finance, where logical thinking and problem-solving skills are valued. The aim 

of this course is to make Chemistry enjoyable and exciting, providing academic stretch and challenge.   
 

Module Breakdown: 
Unit  Assessment Format 

AS 1: Basic Concepts in Physical and 

Inorganic Chemistry. 

Written examination; 1 hour 30 minutes. 

40% of AS and 16% of A-Level. 

AS 2: Further Physical and Inorganic 

Chemistry and an Introduction to 

Organic Chemistry. 

Written examination; 1 hour 30 minutes. 

40% of AS and 16% of A-Level. 

 

AS 3: Basic Practical Chemistry. Practical assessment performed under controlled conditions.  

Practical Booklet A: variety of practical tasks with exam 

performed in the lab (1 hour 15 minutes). 

Practical Theory B: variety of questions testing knowledge of 

practical techniques, observations and calculations with 

assessment performed in exam hall (1 hour 15 minutes). 

20% of AS and 8% of A-Level.  

A2 1: Further Physical and Organic 

Chemistry. 

Written examination; 2 hours. 

40% of A2 and 24% of A-Level. 

A2 2: Analytical, Transition Metals 

Electrochemistry and Organic Nitrogen 

Chemistry. 

Written examination; 2 hours. 

40% of A2 and 24% of A-Level. 

 

A2 3: Further Practical Chemistry. Practical assessment carried out under controlled conditions.  

Practical Booklet A: variety of practical tasks with exam 

performed in the lab (1 hour 15 minutes). 

Practical Theory B: variety of questions testing knowledge of 

practical techniques, observations and calculations with 

assessment performed in exam hall (1 hour 15 minutes). 

20% of A2 and 12% of A-Level. 

 

Course Requirements: 
Students should have achieved a Grade A in their year 11 Chemistry module and BB in DA Science 

overall. 

Career Opportunities: 
Medicine      Engineering    Forensic Science Environmental Science                                                             

Dentistry Biotechnology Analytical Chemistry Hazardous Waste Management 

Nursing Astrochemistry     Laboratory Technician Pharmaceutical Science 

Chemist    Food Science Biomedical Science Agricultural Science 

Horticulture Biotechnology  Veterinary Surgeon  Pharmacy  

 

* Students must refer to the prospectus of relevant university to check entry requirements. 

 



 

CONSTRUCTION & THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT (PEARSON) 
[BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate] 

66% Exam - 34% Coursework 
 

General Description: 

The BTEC Level 3 in Construction and the Built Environment is a vocational qualification that 

develops students’ understanding of how buildings are designed, planned, and constructed 

within the modern construction industry. The course is assessed through a combination of two 

externally examined units and two coursework units, with a strong emphasis on academic and 

technical knowledge rather than practical workshop skills. Students use industry-standard, high 

level CAD software such as Revit to develop design, modelling, and presentation skills, 

preparing them for progression to higher education or professional roles within the built 

environment sector. 

Module Breakdown: 

YEAR 13 

Unit 1 – Construction Principles (33% of Final Grade)   

Unit 5 – Health & Safety in Construction (17% of Final Grade)   

 

YEAR 14 

Unit 2 – Construction Design (33% of Final Grade)   

Unit 5 – Construction Technology (17% of Final Grade)   

Course Requirements: 

GCSE Construction is an advantage but not a necessity for students who want to study this 

course.  Students will definitely require a minimum of Grade B at GCSE Maths and at least a 

Grade C in English Language.   

 

Career Opportunities: 

Architectural Design           Building Control 

Architecture            Town Planning 

Quantity Surveying  Surveying 

Land Survey   Site Engineer 

Civil Engineering 

 

*Students must refer to the prospectus of the relevant university to check entry 

requirements for particular courses. 

Awarding of Overall Grade: 

The BTEC in Construction is graded differently from other A level subjects in St. Patrick’s.  Each 

qualification will have an overall grade awarded of Pass, Merit or Distinction.  The overall 

grade achieved will be calculated on the total points achieved from the internally assessed units 

combined with the grade of the externally marked units. 

 

                                DISTINCTION = A            MERIT = C            PASS = E 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

CREATIVE MEDIA PRODUCTION (PEARSON) 
[BTEC LEVEL 3 SUBSIDIARY DIPLOMA] 

 

General Description: 
Creative Digital Media Production is a pathway into the Creative Media Sector, which offers a wide 
range of industries and job opportunities to avail of, including television, film, radio, interactive 
media, computer games development, photo imaging, press, marketing, and advertising. It is a 
unique industry, relying on the creativity of groups and individuals, to deliver a visual message that 
appeals to a mass audience.  
In the UK alone, it is believed that there are 200,000 - 300,000 people currently working within the 
creative media industry.  
It is a two-year course and equivalent to one A-level; you can use this qualification to gain entry to 
Higher Education or go directly to work in the Creative Media sector. 
 

Module Breakdown: 
 
The BTEC Level 3 Extended National Certificate in Creative Digital Media Production consists of 
three mandatory units and one optional unit completed across the 2 years of A-Level study. 
(360 Guided Learning Hours) 
 
Unit Core (Mandatory) 
 

• Unit 1: Media Representations (External Exam) (90 GLH) 

• Unit 4: Pre-Production Portfolio (Coursework) (90 GLH) 

• Unit 8: Responding to a Commission (Controlled Assessment) (120 GLH) 
 

Unit Specialist (Optional Unit) 
 

• Unit 14: Digital Magazine Production (Coursework) (60 GLH) 

•  

Course Requirements: 
 
Students require a minimum of Grade C in GCSE English Language and Mathematics as well 
as a competent level of skill in using ICT.  
 

Career Opportunities: 
 
Employment opportunities:  
With the international recognition of BTEC courses such as this, you can progress straight into 
employment. If successful, there are a wide variety of potential careers that you can explore; all of 
which will benefit from your studies, for example: Applications Developer, Editorial Assistant, 
Graphic Designer, Multimedia Specialist, Digital Marketer, etc.  
 
Further vocational and academic qualifications:  
The BTEC in Creative Media Production has the equivalence of one GCE A-Level. It is possible 
for you to progress further into higher education, as successful BTEC qualifications provide UCAS 
points for university applications. 
 

* Students must refer to the prospectus of the relevant university to check entry requirements for 
particular courses. 

 

 

 



 

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY (CCEA) 
 

General Description: 
 
Digital technology incorporates aspects of computer science and information technology. It explores 
how we can use technology to create, store, process, analyse and present information in a digital 
context. This includes computer architecture, networks, web technology, digital media, 
programming tools and software applications. 
 
Students who have an interest in IT are encouraged to take on this exciting new A-Level which is 
developed to meet the growing needs of today’s society. Skills and knowledge learned through this 
course will enable students to become digital natives, helping them to succeed in any career 
pathway they wish to choose.  
 
This A-Level also prepares students for a career in the vibrant IT industry via a non-programming 
pathway giving them an excellent insight into what skills and knowledge are required for the IT 
sector.  
 

Module Breakdown: 
 
Unit 1 - Approaches to System Development: Exam Unit worth 50% of AS and 20% of full A-
Level:  

This unit explores approaches to the development of complex digital technology systems, 
the key stages in the process and the outputs produced.  
 

Unit AS 2: Fundamentals of Digital Technology: Exam Unit worth 50% of AS and 20% of full 
A-Level: 

In this unit, students develop knowledge and understanding of the fundamentals of any 
digital technology system, such as data representation, computer architecture, software 
and the user interface.  
 

Unit A2 1: Information Systems: Exam Unit worth 40% of full A-Level: 
This unit leads on from AS 2 and provides knowledge and understanding of concepts such 
as computer networks, databases, mobile technologies, cloud computing, legislation, and 
moral and ethical issues. 
 

Unit A2 2: Application Development: Coursework Unit worth 20% of full A-Level: 
This unit allows students to apply their skills, knowledge and understanding to develop an 
application that solves a problem for a specified client. 

Course Requirements: 
 
Students are required to obtain a grade B or above in Maths.   

Career Opportunities: 
 

• IT Consultant 

• Web Programmer 

• Web Designer                    

• Computer Analyst 

• Systems Analyst 
 

* Students must refer to the prospectus of the relevant university to check entry requirements for 
particular courses. 

 
 



 

 

DRAMA & THEATRE STUDIES (AQA) 

 (St Catherine’s College, Armagh) 

40% Exam, 60% Controlled Assessment and Coursework 
 

General Description: 
We want students to have an inspiring experience of A-level Drama and Theatre Studies. This 
qualification emphasises practical creativity alongside research and theoretical understanding. 
Students learn through experience, seeing theatre and making theatre for themselves. Students 
are introduced to a wide range of theatrical styles and contexts as they explore plays practically, 
devise and work on performances. Students choose to develop as a: • performer • designer 
(lighting, sound, set, costume, puppets) • director • combination of these. Whichever option they 
choose, students will gain many invaluable skills, both theatrical and transferable, to expand their 
horizons. 
 

Module Breakdown: 
Component 1 
Questions • Section A: one question (from a choice) on one of the set plays from List A (25 marks) 
• Section B: one three-part question on a given extract from one of the set plays from List B (30 
marks) • Section C: one question (from a choice) on the work of theatre makers in a single live 
theatre production (25 marks) 
 
Component 2 
• Working notebook (40 marks) • Devised performance (20 marks) • 60 marks in total • 30% of A-
level This component is marked by teachers and moderated by AQA.  
 
Component 3 
 
• Performance of Extract 3 (40 marks) • Reflective report (20 marks) • 60 marks in total • 30% of 
A-level 
 

Course Requirements: 
GCSE Drama is not a necessity for students who want to study this course.  Students will require 
a minimum of Grade B at GCSE in English Language.   
 

Career Opportunities:  
Transferable Skills - there is another reason our A-level in Drama and Theatre is so valued. AQA 
Drama and Theatre develop skills that are not just essential for drama but applicable to a wide 
range of higher education subjects and in the workplace. This specification refines students' 
collaborative skills, their analytical thinking, and their approach to research. Students grow in 
confidence and maturity as they successfully realise their own ideas. They learn to evaluate 
objectively and develop a sound appreciation of the influences that cultural and social contexts 
can have on decision making. Whatever the future holds, students of A-level Drama and Theatre 
emerge with a toolkit of transferable skills preparing them for their next steps. 

 
*Students must refer to the prospectus of the relevant university to check entry requirements for 

particular courses. 
 

Awarding of Overall Grade: 
The A Level Grade in Drama is graded similarly to other A level subjects in St. Patrick’s.   
 

 

 

 



 

ENGINEERING (PEARSON) 
[BTEC LEVEL 3 NATIONAL EXTENDED CERTIFICATE] 

 

General Description: 
The four-unit BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma in Engineering provides a specialist work-
related program of study which covers some of the key knowledge and practical skills required 
in the sector. The BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma in Engineering introduces learners to the 
subject knowledge required for a range of technical and professional occupations within 
Engineering. There are many Engineering disciplines open to those with suitable engineering 
qualifications and experience. 

Module Breakdown: 
 
YEAR 13 
 

Unit 2 – Delivery of Engineering Processes as part of a team (Externally Assessed 
Coursework) 
Unit 3 - Engineering Product Design and Manufacture (Externally Assessed Controlled 
Assessment Exam) 
 

YEAR 14 
Unit 1 - Engineering Principles (Externally Assessed Exam)  
Unit 41 – Manufacturing Secondary Machining Processes (Externally Assessed Coursework) 
 

* It is important to note that the qualification for BTEC Engineering is not awarded until the end 
of Year 14 and therefore it is not possible to obtain an AS level in this subject. 

Course Requirements: 
Pupils hoping to study Engineering at AS level must have achieved the necessary grades in 
the following subjects. 
 

Engineering = Grade C or higher 
Maths = Grade B or higher 
Physics = Grade B or higher (Advisable) 
 

Please note: Entry requirements are based on complexity of the course offered, as 
preparation for an Engineering degree at University. 
 

If a pupil has not met the entry requirements (e.g., not studied Engineering for GCSE), a 
meeting can be arranged with Mr. McKee to discuss suitability for the course, however a B in 
GCSE Math is a necessity.  
 

Career Opportunities: 
Product Design and Development, Civil Engineering, Mechanical Engineering, Electrical & 
Electronic Engineering, Aerospace Engineering, Engineering Project and Business 
Management, Environmental Engineering, Industrial and Production Engineering, Marine 
Engineering, Mining Engineering, Petroleum Engineering, Surveying, Biomedical Engineer and 
CAD are just a few options available. 

 

*Students must refer to the prospectus of the relevant university to check entry requirements 
for particular courses. 

Awarding of Overall Grade: 
The BTEC in Engineering is graded differently from other A level subjects in St. Patrick’s.  Each 
qualification will have an overall grade awarded of Pass, Merit or Distinction.  The overall 
grade achieved will be calculated on the total points achieved from the internally assessed units 
combined with the grade of the externally marked units. 
 

                                DISTINCTION = A            MERIT = C            PASS = E 



 

 

ENGLISH LITERATURE (CCEA) 
 

General Description: 
 

Courses based on this specification should encourage students to develop their interest and 
enjoyment in literary studies through reading widely, independently and critically.  At AS Level, 
students should develop as confident, independent and reflective readers of a range of texts.  The 
A-Level course should broaden and deepen the knowledge, skills and understanding developed at 
AS Level. A-Level courses should also encourage students to explore comparisons and 
connections between texts and appreciate the significance of cultural and historical influences upon 
readers and writers. 
 

Module Breakdown: 
 
 

 

Unit  Assessment Format 

AS 1:  
The Study of Poetry 
1900-Present and 
Drama 1900-Present  

• External Written Examination: Students answer two questions, 
one from Section A and one from Section B. 

• 2 hours. 

• Section A is open book; Section B is closed book. 

• 60% of AS and 24% of A-Level. 
 

AS 2:  
The Study of Prose 
Pre 1900  

• External Written Examination: Students answer one question.  

• 1 hour. 

• Closed book. 

• 40% of AS and 16% of A-Level. 
 

A2 1:  
Shakespearean 
Genres  

• External Written Examination: Students answer one question.  

• 1 hour 30 minutes. 

• Closed book. 

• 20% of A-Level. 
 

A2 2:  
The Study of Poetry 
Pre 1900 and Unseen 
Poetry  

• External Written Examination: Students answer two questions, 
one from Section A and one from Section B. 

• 2 hours. 

• Section A is open book; Section B is closed book. 

• 20% of A-Level. 
 

A2 3:  
Internal Assessment 

• Internal assessment. 

• Students complete a 2500-word essay. 

• 20% of A-Level. 
 

Course Requirements: 
 

The student is required to have obtained a grade B in GCSE English Literature and English 
Language. 
 

Career Opportunities: 
 

Teaching & Lecturing      Journalism      Law                     Social Media Management  
Marketing & Sales           Copywriting    Civil Service         Public Relations                                           
Publishing                        Consultancy   Film/TV                 Content Manager 
 

* Students must refer to the prospectus of the relevant university to check entry requirements for 
particular courses. 

 



 

ENVIRONMENTAL TECHNOLOGY (CCEA) 
 

General Description: 
 
This science-based specification focuses on technological solutions to the energy and 
environmental problems facing the world today. It highlights the need to manage our planet’s 
resources more effectively and explores how our society will make the transition to a more 
sustainable way of living. 
 
The A Level award provides a sound basis for study in Further and Higher Education either in 
a design or a technical area. It also develops planning, problem solving and independent 
study skills that are highly valued in the world of work. 
 
This is an applied qualification in which students develop knowledge, understanding and 
skills through practical demonstration and/or in a context related to employability. 

Module Breakdown: 
 

Unit  Assessment Format  

AS 1: 
The Earth’s Capacity to Support 
Human Activity 
 

External written examination 
1 hour 30 min. 
 

50% of AS, 20% of A Level 

AS 2: 
Renewable Energy 
Technologies 

Internal assessment 
Students produce a technical report based on a realistic 
scenario relating to the use of renewable energy 
technologies. 
Externally moderated 

50% of AS, 20% of A Level 
A2 1: 
Building and Managing a 
Sustainable Future 

External written examination 
2 hours  

30% of A Level 

A2 2: Environmental Building 
Performance and Measurement 

Internal assessment 
Students produce a technical report relating to the 
environmental performance of a local building. 
Externally moderated  

30% of A Level 
 

Course Requirements: 
 
Double award science (Grade BB). 
It would be helpful to have another Science subject at AS level. 

Career Opportunities: 
 
There are significant opportunities for employment in areas such as engineering, project management, 
and scientific research. Relevant university courses include Environmental Science, Energy and 
Engineering. Those with knowledge of these areas are likely to be sought after in the job market. 
 

* Students must refer to the prospectus of the relevant university to check entry 
requirements for particular courses. 

 

 



 

FRENCH (CCEA) 

(The Royal School Armagh) 

General Description: 
 

The study of French to GCE A Level enables students to achieve oral and written proficiency 
in French. It also allows them to gain a cultural understanding of the countries/communities 

where French is spoken. 

Module Breakdown: 

 

Course Requirements: 
 

Minimum grade B at GCSE level is required for AS French. 
 

Career Opportunities: 
 

Translating    Tourism    International Business    Teaching    Interpreting    Marketing    Law  
 

* Students must refer to the prospectus of the relevant university to check entry requirements for 
particular courses. 

 



 
 

GEOGRAPHY (CCEA) 

 

 

 

 

General Description: 
By studying A-Level Geography you will learn about geographical concepts and processes, interactions 
between people and their environment, the challenges of sustainability and the importance of attitudes 
and values. You will then be able to relate what you have studied to the world around you. That course 
can help you to develop a wide range of skills that are attractive to employers. For example, it can help 
to develop your skills in investigating, collating and evaluating information and being able to contribute 
to important debates on the current issues facing our world today. 

Module Breakdown: 

Unit  Assessment Format  

AS 1:  
Physical Geography. 

External examination paper - 1 hour 15 minutes 
40% of AS and 16% of A-Level. 
Topics: Rivers, Ecosystems and Weather. 

AS 2:  
Human Geography. 

External examination paper - 1 hour 15 minutes 
40% of AS and 16% of A Level. 
Topics: Population, Settlement and Development. 

AS 3: 
Fieldwork Skills and 
Techniques in Geography. 

External Examination Paper - 1 hour 
20% of AS and 8% of A-Level. 
Students will visit Magilligan field centre to complete a 
Sand Dune study. A table of data and summary 
statement will be brought to the examination. Exam 
question will assess knowledge on fieldwork data, 
techniques and geographical skills.  

A2 1:  
Physical Processes, 
Landforms and Management. 

External examination paper - 1 hour 30 minutes. 
24% of A-Level. 
Topics: Plate Tectonics and Dynamic Coastal 
Environments. 

A2 2:  
Processes and Issues in 
Human Geography. 
 

External examination paper – 1 hour 30 minutes. 
24% of A-Level. 
Topics: Planning for Sustainable Settlements and 
Tourism. 

A2 3: Decision Making in 
Geography. 

External examination paper – 1hr 30 minutes. 
12% of A-Level. 
This unit takes the form of a case study set within a 
real-world context. You will use the skills and 
techniques developed throughout your course to 
consider the issue, decide and justify it based on the 
greater overall benefits. 

 

Course Requirements: 
Students choosing the subject with no GCSE Geography background must be prepared to complete 
extra reading around the subject in order to develop an understanding of key Geography concepts.  

Career Opportunities: 
Cartography Quantity Surveying Estate Management 
Climatologists Weather Forecaster Teaching   
Geo Science  Census Work Hydrocarbon Exploration 
Town & Country Planning  GIS Specialists Mineral Exploration 
Environmental Manager Engineering Environmental Monitoring 
 

* Students must refer to the prospectus of the relevant university to check entry requirements for 
particular courses. 



 

GOVERNMENT & POLITICS (CCEA) 
 

General Description: 
 
A-Level Politics (CCEA) is designed to develop candidates' critical thinking skills.  This subject 
should encourage analysis of the changing dynamics of modern politics.  It promotes the ability to 
interpret, evaluate and communicate.   Any student interested in people, power and justice in 
society will find this a stimulating course.  Students learn about the decisions that affect our daily 
lives and who has power and authority to influence these decisions. 
 

Module Breakdown: 
 

Unit  Assessment Format  

AS 1:  
Government and Politics of 
Northern Ireland  

Written Paper: 1 hour 15 minutes. 
40% of total AS (16% of total A-Level marks). 
 
Topics:  NI Assembly/Executive/Parties 
 

AS 2:  
British Political Process  

Written Paper: 1 hour 45 minutes. 
60% of total AS (24% of total A-Level marks). 
 
Topics:  Parliament/Executive/Judiciary 
               Pressure groups 

A2 1:  
Comparative Study of 
Government and Politics of 
USA and UK  

Written Paper: 2 hours 15 minutes. 
(35% of total A-Level marks). 
 
Topics:  US Legislature/ US Executive/ Comparison with 
UK 

A2 2:  
Political Power 

Written Paper: 1 hour 30 minutes. 
(25% of total A-Level marks). 
 
Topics:  Factors involved in Exercise of Power/Theories 
of Political Power 

 

Course Requirements: 
 
Students must have passed GCSE English Language. 
 

Career Opportunities: 
 
Politics  
Journalism 
Teaching 
Legal professions 
Business 
 

* Students must refer to the prospectus of the relevant university to check entry requirements for 
particular courses. 

 
 

 

 



HISTORY (CCEA) 
 

General Description: 
 
The specification prepares students for a range of careers both related to the historical context 
and the wider employment context. It will allow students to develop skills which are transferable 
and highly valued by employers. 
 

 
Module Breakdown: 
 

Unit  Assessment Format  

AS 1: 
Germany 1919-1945  

External Examination Paper: 1 hour 30 minutes. 

50% of AS.  

20% of A-Level. 
 

AS 2: 
Ireland 1823- 67  

External Examination Paper: 1 hour 30 minutes. 

50% of AS. 

20% of A-Level. 
 

A2 1: 
The American 
Presidency 1901-
2000  
 

External Examination Paper (1 essay question):  

1 hour 15 minutes  

20% of A-Level. 
 

A2 2: 
Partition  
of Ireland  
1900-1925  

External Examination Paper (1 question set in the 
context of an historical enquiry which includes the use 
of sources and 1 essay question):  

2 hours 30 minutes. 

40% of A-Level. 
 

 
 
 

Course Requirements: 
 

Students must have studied GCSE History and have obtained a pass grade in GCSE English 
Language. 

Career Opportunities: 
 

Historian      Archive Assistant  Teaching  Librarian 
Politics      Law    Government  Journalism 
Education      Civil Service             Broadcasting  Media   
Intelligence work     Publishing             Social Work             Advertising 
Public Relations     Commerce 
 

* Students must refer to the prospectus of the relevant university to check entry requirements for 
particular courses. 

 
 

 



 

IRISH (CCEA) 

(St Patrick’s Grammar School) 

 

General Description: 
 
The study of Irish to GCE A-Level enables students to achieve oral and written proficiency in Irish. 
It also allows them to gain a cultural understanding of the communities where Irish is spoken. 

Module Breakdown: 
 

 
Course Requirements: 
 

Students must have studied GCSE Irish and achieved a minimum of grade B. 
 

Career Opportunities: 
 

Translating        Tourism         Teaching         Media          Business        Marketing        Law 
 
 

* Students must refer to the prospectus of the relevant university to check entry requirements for 
particular courses. 

 



 

 

IT CAMBRIDGE TECHNICAL AWARD LEVEL 3 
 

General Description: 
 

The Cambridge Technical qualifications offer learners the opportunity for a program of 
study to: 

• Prepare for further learning or training in the IT sector; 

• Develop essential knowledge, transferable skills and personal skills in IT with the 
aim of enhancing their employability skills; 

• Understand the need for IT systems in businesses. 

• Achieve a nationally recognised vocational qualification. 
 

Learners will also have the opportunity to acquire the essential knowledge and tools for the 
world of the IT industry and other areas of business by developing transferable skills such 
as planning, research and analysis, working with others and effective communication. 
 
 

Module Breakdown: 
This course comprises of 6 coursework units which are:  
 

1. Communication and employability skills for IT – This unit will prepare learners to 
effectively use various communication channels, within a working environment. 
 

2. Information systems – The purpose of this unit is to demonstrate the information 
organisations hold and how this is valuable to an organisation. 
 

3. Developing computer games - This unit gives learners the opportunity to consider 
the new and exciting developments within the games industry with the rapid 
advancements of the technologies available to developers. 
 

4. Website production – This unit will prepare learners to design, create and test a fully 
functioning website. 
 

5. Interactive media authoring - Learners will study the principles of interactive media 
authoring before planning and creating their own product. 
 

6. Spreadsheet - This unit will allow students to understand spreadsheets using 
formulas and functions.  

 

Awarding of Overall Grade: 
The BTEC in Construction is graded differently from other A level subjects in St. Patrick’s.  
Each qualification will have an overall grade awarded of Pass, Merit or Distinction.  The 
overall grade achieved will be calculated on the total points achieved from the internally 
assessed units. 
                                DISTINCTION = A            MERIT = C            PASS = E 

Course Requirements: 
It is recommended that students who have an interest in the practical world of IT should 
study this qualification. 

Career Opportunities: 
Computer Game Developer                 Web Developer                Multimedia Author 
Business Analyst                                  Computer Animator       
    
* Students must refer to the prospectus of the relevant university to check entry 
requirements for particular courses. 

 

 

 



LIFE AND HEALTH SCIENCES (CCEA) 
 

General Description: 
This specification aims to encourage students to: develop their interest in and enthusiasm for 
science, including developing an interest in further study and careers in research science; develop 
competence in a range of practical, and problem solving skills; develop and demonstrate a deeper 
appreciation of the skills, knowledge and understanding of how science works; develop essential 
knowledge and understanding of different areas of the subject and how they relate to each other; 
and develop advanced study skills that help them prepare for higher education. 

Module Breakdown: 
 

Unit  Assessment Format  

AS 1: Experimental Techniques 

In this unit students develop skills in performing a range of 
experimental techniques useful in biology, chemistry and 
physics. Students complete a portfolio of evidence 
Internally assessed  33.34% of AS and 13.34% of A-Level. 

AS 2: Human Body Systems 
 

This unit is assessed through an external exam consisting of 
compulsory structured questions, some of which may allow 
opportunities for extended writing. Students learn about how 
human body systems work and how they support good health 
1 hour 30 minutes.  33.34% of AS and 13.34% of A-Level 

AS 3: Aspects of Physical 
Chemistry in Industrial 
Processes 
 

In this unit students develop skills in performing calculations 
in chemistry. Students can also apply their knowledge of 
energetics, kinetics and equilibrium in the industrial 
manufacture of chemicals. This unit is assessed through an 
external examination. 
1 hour 30 minutes.  33.34% of AS and 13.34% of A-Level 

A2 1: Scientific Method, 
Investigation, Analysis and 
Evaluation 
 

In this unit students have the opportunity to demonstrate an 
understanding of what makes an investigation scientific. 
Students complete a portfolio of evidence that includes an 
essay, plans, a lab book, and a report with analysis and 
evaluation.  
Internally assessed. 20% of A-Level. 

A2 2: Organic Chemistry 

In this unit students focus on basic reactions within organic 
chemistry. This unit is assessed through an external exam 
consisting of a series of compulsory structured questions, 
some of which may allow opportunities for extended writing. 
1 hour 45 minutes.  20% of A-Level. 

A2 3: Medical Physics 
or 
A2 5: Genetics, Stem Cell 
Research and Cloning 
 
 

Students will study one of these two units. Both are externally 
assessed with a written examination. A2 3 enables students 
to appreciate the physical principles used in healthcare 
applications for medical monitoring, diagnosis and treatment. 
In A2 5 students will study DNA, genetic engineering and 
gene therapy. 
1 hour 45 minutes.  20% A-Level 

 

Course Requirements: 
Students must have achieved a minimum Grade BB at GCSE DAS. 

Career Opportunities: 
Students who study Life and Health Sciences have great job prospects and end up in all sorts of 
interesting jobs because of their broad training and adaptability. Many students go on to study 
subjects like Biomedical Science, Diagnostic Radiography and Imaging, Dietetics, Environmental 
Health, Food and Nutrition, Healthcare Science, Pharmacy, Physiotherapy, Podiatry and Sports 
Science. 

* Students must refer to the prospectus of the relevant university to check entry requirements for 
particular courses. 



 

MATHEMATICS (CCEA) 
 

General Description: 
The A-Level Maths course involves the use of mathematical skills to solve problems. The course 
is designed to build on the work completed at GCSE. It serves as a very important, useful support 
for many other qualifications as well as being sought after for the workplace and higher education. 
At A-Level we will follow the new Revised CCEA specification. 

Module Breakdown: 
 

AS Module (40%)  Content 

AS 1: Pure Maths 
 

60% of AS 
24% of A-level 

 
1 hour 45 min exam 

Algebra and functions; co-ordinate geometry in the (x, y) plane; 
sequences and series; trigonometry; exponentials and logarithms; 
differentiation; integration; vectors. 
 

AS 2: Applied Maths 
 

40% of AS 
16% of A-level 

 
1 hour 15 min exam 

Section A: Mechanics 
Quantities and units in mechanics; kinematics; forces and Newton’s 
laws. 
 
Section B: Statistics 
Statistical sampling; data presentation and interpretation; probability; 
statistical distributions. 

 

Module Code Content 

A2 1: Pure Maths 
 

36% of A-level 
 

2-hour 30 min exam 

Algebra and functions; co-ordinate geometry in the (x, y) plane; 
sequences and series; trigonometry; differentiation; integration; 
numerical methods. 
 

A2 2: Applied Maths 
 

24% of A-level 
 

1 hour 30 min exam 

Section A: Mechanics 
Kinematics; moments; impulse and momentum. 
 
Section B: Statistics 
Probability; statistical distributions; statistical hypothesis testing. 

 

Course Requirements: 
Students must have achieved an A grade or above at GCSE. Students must also have studied 
the M4 or M8 module at GCSE as this covers prerequisite knowledge for this course. 

Career Opportunities: 
Architecture; Engineering (Electrical, Mechanical, Software, Civil, Aeronautical). 
Financial services e.g. financial advisor, banking as well as other Finance and Business-related 
courses; Medicine; Dentistry; Teaching; Computing; Programming. 
 

* Students must refer to the prospectus of the relevant university to check entry requirements for 
particular courses. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

MOVING IMAGE ARTS (CCEA) 

(St Catherine’s College, Armagh) 

General Description: 
Whether accessed through cinema, television, DVD, or the internet, moving images are a primary 
source of information and knowledge about the world.  Moving image literacy is therefore critical to 
understanding and interpreting modern society. 
The moving image is a key driver of the creative industries.  The rapid growth of digital media 
technologies has made the creative industries increasingly accessible and attractive to young 
people. 
Our GCE Moving Image Arts qualification is designed to help students develop their creative and 
critical abilities through hands-on learning in the craft of moving image arts. 

Module Breakdown: 
 

Unit  Assessment Format  

AS 1: 
Realist and Formalist 
Techniques and the 
Classical Hollywood 
Style:  
Foundation Portfolio  

Coursework: Internally marked & externally moderated. 
- Film Language. 
- Film Planning. 
- Film Production. 
 

60% of AS and 24% of A-Level. 

AS 2: 
Critical Response  

External Online Examination: 1 hour 30 minutes. 
Critical analysis of clips from set study areas: 

• Section A – Alfred Hitchcock and the Classical 
Hollywood Style 

• Section B – Formalism: Early European Cinema and 
American Expressionism 

40% of AS and 16% of A-Level. 

A2 1: 
Creative Production and 
Research: Advanced 
Portfolio  

Coursework: Internally marked & externally moderated. 
- An illustrated essay 
- Pre-Production materials 
- One 4–7-minute narrative film or 2-31/2 minute animation 
- Evaluation 

36% of A-Level. 

A2 2: 
Advanced Critical 
Response  

External Online Examination: 2 hours 15 minutes. 
Questions based on clips from set study areas and an 
unseen script. 

• Section A – Realism: Narrative and Visual Style 

• Section B – Creative Exercise 

• Section C – Comparative Analysis 
24% of A-Level. 

 

Course Requirements: 
Students are usually expected to have obtained a grade B at GCSE Moving Image Arts.  
However, students with a proven interest in Moving Image Arts outside of the classroom are 
encouraged to make enquiries about the A-Level course. 

Career Opportunities: 
There are many opportunities in this ever-growing industry, including cinematography, writing, 
research, production, animation, editing, sound recording as well as set, costume and prop design. 

 
* Students must refer to the prospectus of the relevant university to check entry requirements for 

particular courses. 
 

 

 



 

MUSIC (CCEA)  
 

General Description: 
 
The study of AS Music allows students to deepen their understanding of music through the study of 
music history, analysis, composition, and performance.  It is expected that students should be able 
to perform on an instrument or a voice.  The course allows pupils to develop their particular interests 
and strengths in performance and composition, exploring the possibility to either perform as a soloist 
or a member of an ensemble, and also to focus on a composition task using music technology. 
 

Module Breakdown: 
 

Unit Assessment Format 

AS 1: Making & 
Appraising 
Music 1  

Student will be required to undertake  
1 solo performance to a standard of approximately grade 4. Note: 
Performances also include a viva voce. 
1 Composition or music technology task which includes a 1000-word 
written commentary. 

Composition 32.5% and 13% of A-Level. 
Performance 32.5% and 13% of A-Level. 

AS 2: 
Responding to 
Music 1  

Test of aural perception lasting 1 hour. Written examination lasting 2 
hours. Short analysis and written responses to a list of prescribed set 
works. 

35% of AS and 14% of A-Level. 

A2 1: Making & 
Appraising 
Music 2  

Student will be required to undertake. 
1 solo performance to a standard of grade 5. Note: Performances also 
include a viva voce.  
1 Composition or music technology task which includes a 1000-word 
written commentary. 

Composition 19.5% of A-Level. 
Performance 19.5% of A-Level. 

A2 2: 
Responding to 
Music 2  

Test of Aural perception lasting 1 hour 15 minutes. Written examination 
lasting 2 hours. Short analysis and written responses to a list of 
prescribed set works. 

21% of A-Level. 
 

Course Requirements: 
 

GCSE Grade B in Music or a strong performing profile. 
 

Career Opportunities: 
 
Music & Arts Management Sound Engineer      Professional Musician      
Composer for Film & Screen Music Librarian    Music Journalist     
Composer of Music Games/Media Music Technician  Music Therapist                         
Work in Recording/Broadcasting      Conductor            Songwriter             
Instrument Design & Repair Sound Engineer            Music Lawyer          
Musician in Armed Forces Music Publisher     Music Teacher     
 

* Students must refer to the prospectus of the relevant university to check entry requirements for 
particular courses. 

 



 

PHYSICS (CCEA) 
 

General Description: 
Physics is a highly respected A-Level, on the Russell Group's list of 'facilitating' subjects. A good 
grade in A-Level Physics demonstrates to an employer that you have analytical and mathematical 
skills that you can apply to real life situations.  
Studying physics is about finding out what the universe is made of and how things work and 
interact with each other. It is concerned with the most basic building blocks of all things - from ants 
to antennas, from quarks to quasars. 

Module Breakdown: 
 

Unit  Assessment Format  

AS 1: 
Forces, Energy and Electricity 

Students complete a written examination consisting of 
compulsory short answer questions and some that 
require extended writing.  
1 hour 45 minutes.  40% of AS and 16% of A-Level. 

AS 2: 
Waves, Photons and Astronomy 

Students complete a written examination consisting of 
compulsory short answer questions and some that 
require extended writing. 
1 hour 45 minutes.  40% of AS and 16% of A-Level. 

AS 3: 
Practical Techniques and Data 
Analysis 

Students complete an externally assessed test of 
practical skills consisting of short tasks, and a separate 
paper requiring the analysis of experimental results. 
2 (1 hour) components 20% AS and 8% A-Level 

A2 1: 
Deformation of  
Solids, Thermal Physics, 
Circular Motion,  
Oscillations and Atomic and 
Nuclear Physics 

Students complete a written examination consisting of 
compulsory short answer questions and some that 
require extended writing. The questions have elements 
of synoptic assessment, drawing together different 
strands of the specification. 
2 hours.  24% of A-Level. 

A2 2: Fields, Capacitors and 
Particle Physics 

Students complete a written examination consisting of 
compulsory short answer questions and some that 
require extended writing. The questions have 
elements of synoptic assessment, drawing together 
different strands of the specification 
2 hours.  24% of A-Level. 

A2 3: 
Practical Techniques and Data 
Analysis 

Students take an externally assessed test of practical 
skills, consisting of two experimental tests, and a 
separate paper requiring the analysis of experimental 
results. 
2 (1 hour) components 12% A-Level 

 

Course Requirements: 
Students must have achieved a minimum Grade A in their year 11 Physics module and a 
minimum Grade BB at GCSE DAS. Grade B in Mathematics is desirable.  

Career Opportunities: 
Students who study physics have great job prospects and end up in all sorts of interesting jobs 
because of their broad training and adaptability. Many students with physics qualifications go on 
to have successful careers in the space and/or aerospace industries, medicine, technology, 
engineering, law, research and development, the stock market, actuarial science, teaching and/or 
IT and software industries. 

 
* Students must refer to the prospectus of the relevant university to check entry requirements for 

particular courses. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

SOFTWARE SYSTEMS DEVELOPMENT (CCEA) 
 

General Description: 
 
This specification aims to help students to: 

• develop a genuine interest in programming in software systems development;  

• develop an understanding of systems approaches and modelling techniques; 

• develop skills that will prepare them for work in today’s software industry; 

• participate in developing a software project using a complete software development process;  

• apply their skills to work-related scenarios. 

Module Breakdown: 
 
At AS level the course comprises of two units worth 50% each of the AS Qualification and 20% 
each of the full A-Level. 
 
Unit 1: Students adopt an object-oriented approach to problem solving. They develop their object-
oriented skills while learning to appreciate the benefits of developing applications in this type of 
environment. This unit is externally assessed through a two-hour examination paper. 
 
Unit 2: Students learn to implement and develop object-oriented technologies in an event driven 
environment using the programming language C#. Students are able to state requirements and 
design, implement, test and evaluate their application. This unit is internally assessed.  At A2 level 
the course comprises of two units worth 30% each of the full A-Level. 
 
Unit 3: Students develop their understanding of the reasons for systems development. They are 
introduced to important database concepts that enable them to understand relational database 
systems implemented through Structured Query Language (SQL). This unit is externally assessed 
through a two-hour examination paper with a pre-release case study.  
 
Unit 4: Students design and implement a solution to a given problem using the knowledge and skills 
they have acquired in the preceding units. The unit allows them to experience the elements of the 
systems development process. Students build their solutions using a relational database 
management system through an event driven programming environment such as Visual studio 
using C#. This unit is internally assessed with a pre-release case study. 

Course Requirements: 
 
Students are required to obtain a grade B or above in GCSE Computing Science or Additional 
Maths. 
 

Career Opportunities: 
 
IT Consultant                     
Systems Analyst 
Computer Programmer 
 

* Students must refer to the prospectus of the relevant university to check entry requirements for 
particular courses. 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

SPORTS SCIENCE and the ACTIVE LEISURE INDUSTRY (CCEA) 

General Description: 
 
This GCE A Level combines elements of sports science/physical education and leisure studies. It 
is designed to equip learners with the knowledge and variety of skills required to work in the 
sports and active leisure industries                                                      
Module Breakdown: 

 
 

AS Level Name of Module How Assessed % 

1 

Fitness and Training for 
Sport 

Internal assessment 
Portfolio showing evidence of training 
methods, fitness assessment and 
planning, leading and evaluating exercise 
sessions, and risk assessment 

60% of AS 

30% of A 
Level 

2 The Active Leisure 
Industry: Health, Fitness 
and Lifestyle 

External assessment 
2-hour exam paper - This includes: 

• short and extended questions; 
and  

• stimulus response and/or data 
response questions based on 
health, fitness and lifestyle. 

40% of AS 

20% of A 
Level 

A2 Level Name of Module How Assessed % 

1 
Option 1: Analysing 
Sports Performance 

Option 2: Event 
Management in the 
Active Leisure Industry 

Internal assessment 
Portfolio showing either evidence of an 
evaluation of performance and 
recommendations for improvement 
or 
evidence of planning for an active leisure 
event and evaluation of outcome 

25% of A 
Level 

2 The Application of 
Science to Sports 
Performance 

External assessment 
2-hour exam paper - This includes: 

• short and extended answer 
questions; and  

• stimulus response and/or data 
response questions based on 
anatomy & physiology, skill 
acquisition, principles of learning 
and performance.  

• Synoptic paper with compulsory 
questions 

25% of A 
Level 

Course Requirements : 

 
GCSE Grade A plus DA Science Grades AB. 
 

Career Opportunities: 
 

PE Teaching            Physiotherapy          Sports Psychology 
Nutrition  Coaching Sports/Leisure Management 
 

* Students must refer to the prospectus of the relevant university to check entry requirements for 
particular courses. 

 

 

 



 

TECHNOLOGY AND DESIGN (AQA) 
 

General Description: 
 
A-Level Technology and Design focuses on developing an understanding of the theory underpinning the design 
process, alongside practical skills for solving real-world problems. Students engage with modern technologies, 
explore materials and manufacturing techniques, and design innovative products. The course promotes creativity, 
critical thinking, and collaboration, while integrating knowledge from a range of disciplines including engineering, 
art, and technology. 

 
Module Breakdown:                                                                  

The A-Level Technology and Design course is assessed through a combination of coursework and 
examinations. 

Assessment Breakdown: 

• Written Examination (50%) 
The written examination lasts 2 hours and assesses students’ knowledge of materials, processes, 
and design principles. It includes a mixture of short- and extended-response questions, as well as 
case study–based tasks. 

• Non-Examination Assessment (50%) 
This component consists of a Design and Make Project in which students design and produce a 
prototype. The project is internally assessed and externally moderated. Students must document 
the full design process, from initial research and concept development through to manufacture and 
final evaluation. 

Course Requirements: 
 
A minimum of grade B in GCSE Technology and Design is required, with a grade B in GCSE Mathematics 
strongly recommended. 
 
Applicants with a grade B or above in GCSE Construction or Engineering may also be considered. 
 

Career Opportunities: 
AQA A-Level Design and Technology provides a strong foundation for students progressing into higher 
education, apprenticeships, and careers within design, engineering, and technology-related industries. 
 
Potential Career Pathways Include: 

• Product Designer – Designing innovative, user-centred products for industries such as consumer 
goods, technology, and furniture. 

• Engineer – Progression into disciplines including mechanical, civil, electrical, manufacturing, and 
aeronautical engineering. 

• Architect – Developing design thinking, problem-solving, and technical drawing skills essential for 
architectural study and practice. 

• Industrial Designer – Applying creative and technical knowledge to the design and development of 
mass-produced products, including electronics and household items. 
 

Progression Routes: 
• University Degrees – Strong preparation for degrees such as Product Design, Design 

Engineering, Mechanical Engineering, Architecture, Industrial Design, and related STEM courses. 
The AQA specification’s emphasis on iterative design, materials, manufacturing processes, and 
sustainability aligns closely with university expectations. 

• Higher and Degree Apprenticeships – Suitable preparation for apprenticeships in engineering, 
manufacturing, construction, and design, where the Non-Examination Assessment (NEA) 
demonstrates independent problem-solving and project management skills valued by employers. 

• Portfolio Development – The AQA NEA Design and Make Project supports the creation of a high-
quality portfolio, particularly beneficial for applications to design- and architecture-related courses. 

• Industry and STEM Careers – Skills developed through the AQA course, including CAD/CAM, 
prototyping, testing, evaluation, and technical analysis, are directly transferable to roles within 
modern manufacturing and design industries. 

 



 

 

TRAVEL AND TOURISM (PEARSON) 
[BTEC LEVEL 3 National Extended Certificate] 

 

General Description: 
 
Travel and Tourism is a multi-billion pound business providing millions of jobs world - wide. It is one 
of the fastest growing sectors in the world. The BTEC level 3 National Extended Certificate in Travel 
and Tourism provides an introduction to this dynamic challenging and exciting sector. This is a 
course which means you gain specific knowledge and understanding relevant to work in the Travel 
and Tourism industry. It is a two-year course equivalent to one A–Level; you can use this 
qualification to gain entry to Higher Education or to go directly to work in the Travel and Tourism 
sector. 
 

Module Breakdown: 
 
The BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Travel and Tourism consists of three 
mandatory units and one optional unit.  
 
Unit Core (Mandatory) (83%) 
1  The World of Travel and Tourism. (Written Exam- Set and marked by Pearson) 
2  Global Destinations. (Task – Set and marked by Pearson) 
3  Principles of Marketing in Travel and Tourism (Set and marked - Internally) 
 
Unit Specialist (Optional Unit) (17%) 
19. Visitor Attractions (Set and marked- Internally) 
 
External Assessment of this course is (58%) 

Course Requirements: 
 
Students require a minimum of Grade C GCSE Maths and English Language.   
 

Career Opportunities: 
 
Employment opportunities 
With the international recognition of BTEC courses such as this, you can progress straight into 
employment. If successful there are a wide variety of potential careers that you can explore, all of 
which will benefit from your studies, for example: air cabin crew, tourist guide or travel agent, retail 
travel, visitor attractions, accommodation, transport and tour operations. 
 
Further vocational and academic qualifications 
The BTEC in Travel and Tourism has the equivalence of one GCE A Level, 
and it is possible for you to progress further into higher education, as successful BTEC 
qualifications give UCAS points for university applications. 

 
*Students must refer to the prospectus of the relevant university to check entry requirements for 

particular courses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

SUMMARY OF COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

Art & Design GCSE Grade B in Art and Design 

Biology                    
Grade A in year 11 Biology module and Grade BB at GCSE DAS.  

Business Studies GCSE Grade B in Maths and Grade B in English 

Business Cambridge Tech Awards 
GCSE Grade C in English & Grade C in Maths 

Chemistry        
Grade A in year 11 Chemistry module and BB in DA Science. 

Construction 
GCSE Grade B in Maths and Grade C in English Language.   

Creative Media Production 
GCSE Grade C in Maths and Grade C in English’ 

Digital Technology GCSE Grade B in Maths 

Drama GCSE Grade B in English  

Engineering GCSE Grade C in Engineering and Grade B In Maths 

English Literature      GCSE Grade B in English and in English Literature 

Environmental Technology GCSE DA Science 

French GCSE Grade B in French 

Geography GCSE Grade C in Geography 

Government & Politics GCSE Grade C in English 

History Must have studied GCSE History and Grade C in GCSE English 
Language. 

Irish GCSE Grade B in Irish 

IT Cambridge Technical Awards GCSE Grade C in English & Grade C in Maths 

Life and Health Science GCSE Grade BB in Double Award Science 

Mathematics             GCSE Grade A in Maths. Must also have studied M4 & M8 
modules. 

Music 
GCSE Grade B in Music or a strong performing profile. 

Moving Image Arts GCSE Grade B in Moving Image Arts 

Physics                      
Grade A in year 11 Physics module and Grade BB at GCSE 
DAS. Grade B in Mathematics is desirable. 

Software Systems Development 
 

GCSE Grade B in Computing or Additional Maths 

Sports Sciences  DA Science Grades AB 

Technology & Design             GCSE Grade B in Technology (with Minimum of Grade c in Units 
1 & 2) and Grade B in Maths 

Travel & Tourism                               GCSE Grade C in Maths and Grade C in English 



 

 

 

COURSE INFORMATION FOR  

THIRD LEVEL COURSE 
 

(This information is subject to change) 
 

Career/Course Univ. 
Necessary 

GCSE 

Subjects 

Useful GCSE 

Subjects 

Necessary              

A-Level Subjects 

 

Useful A-Level Subjects & 

Comments 

Accounting 

(Option with 

Languages) 

QUB 

UU 
GCSE Maths 

Grade A/B 

High grades 

required 

Further Maths 

Business Studies 
Language 

(If applicable) 

French B 

Spanish B 

Maths is useful 

(High grades AAB). GOOD 

CAREER PROSPECTS. 

Actuarial Studies QUB 

UK Uni(s) 
English, Maths 

Very high grades 

required 

Economics Maths – grade A. Grades A*, A, A & 4th A at AS 

Level. GOOD CAREER 

PROSPECTS. 

Advertising UU 

UK Uni(s) 
English 

Maths 
Business Studies No specific subject 

requirements. 
Business Studies is useful. 

Many combinations offered. 

Aerospace 

Engineering 
QUB 

UK Uni(s) 
Maths 

English 

DA Science 

Technology Maths & a Science, 

preferably Physics. 
Further Maths & any other Science 

useful Grades A, B, B for QUB. 

Agriculture QUB 

CAFRE 
English, Maths, 

DA Science 
Agriculture and 

Land Use 
A Science subject. Preferably A-Level Chemistry or 

Biology. 

Animation UU 

UK Uni(s) 
English, Maths, 

Art 
Media Studies, 

ICT 
Art Computing or ICT are useful. 

Applied Mathematics 

and Physics 
QUB Maths 

English 

DA Science 

 Mathematics and 

Physics 
 

Architecture QUB 

UU 
Maths 

English 

Science 

Art 

Technology No specific subject 

requirements but Art 

is advisable. 

Art & a mathematical subject are 

advisable 

Grades A, A, B or B, B, B 

Art & Design UU 

BMC 
English 

Maths 

Art 

 Art Diploma in Fd Studies in Art & 

Design required for degree entrance 

Auto Engineering UK 

Uni(s) 
English, Maths, 

DA Science 
Technology Maths 

Physics 
Any other – especially Sciences, 

Computing. 

Biochemistry QUB Maths, English, 

DA Science 
 Chemistry & one 

other Science or 

Maths. 

Biology is preferred as 2nd Science. 

Grades A, B, B. 

Biological Sciences QUB 

UU 
Maths, DA 

Science 
 Biology and 

Chemistry 

preferred 

Mathematics 

Physics Geography 

Biomedical 

Engineering / 

Biotechnology 

UU Maths 

English 

DA Science 

 Biology 

Chemistry 

 

Biomedical Science QUB 

UU 
English, Maths, 

DA Science 

 
Biology 

2nd science. 
Biology 

Broadcast  

Production 

QUB English 

Maths 

 

MIA, ICT, 

Journalism & 

Media Studies 

No specific subject 

requirements 

MIA, Journalism, Media Studies 

would be helpful 

 

Building Surveying UU 

UK Uni(s) 

English 

Maths 

Science, 

Construction, 

Technology 

No specific subject 

requirements. 

Technology, ICT, Computing, 

Maths or Business Studies all 

useful. 

 

Business QUB 

UU 

English 

Grade B in 

GCSE 

Mathematics 

(for QUB) 

Business Studies, 

Economics 
No specific subject 

requirements. 

Business Studies 

useful. 

Lots of combinations available. 

Grades range from A, A, B to B, C, 

C.  

 

Chemical 

Engineering 

QUB Maths 

DA Science 

ICT, Computing, 

Geography, 

Technology 

Maths & a Science or 

Further Maths. 

Grades B, B, B 

Chemistry QUB 

UU 

Maths 

DA Science 

 Maths & one other  

Science Chemistry 

preferred. 

Grades B, B, B. 

Geography also useful. GOOD 

CAREER PROSPECTS. 

 

KEY OF ABBREVIATIONS 

QUB = Queen’s University Belfast 

UU  =  University of Ulster 

BMC = Belfast Metropolitan College 

CAFRE = College of Agriculture, Food & Rural Enterprise 



 

Career/Course 

 

Univ. 

Necessary 

GCSE 

Subjects 

Useful GCSE 

Subjects 

Necessary              

A-Level Subjects 

 

Useful A-Level Subjects & 

Comments 

Civil Engineering QUB 

UU 

Maths 

DA Science 

Technology, 

Computing, 

Geography 

Maths & a Science 

subject (Physics 

(preferred), Biology, 

Chemistry, 

Computing, 

Design/Technology). 
 

Geography may be useful Grades A, 

B, B. GOOD CAREER 

PROSPECTS. 

 

If offering BTEC Distinctions 

must be achieved in all units. 

Computer Games 

Development 

QUB 

UU 

Maths, DA 

Science 

Computing Maths or Physics for 

QUB. 

 

 
 

Computing very useful. 

Computer Science QUB 

UU 

Maths 

DA Science 

Computing QUB ask for 

Mathematics or 

Computing or 

Software Systems 

Dev. Or 

Chemistry or Physics 

or Technology. 
 

Grades B, B, B. UU prefer Maths or 

Computing, Chemistry or Physics. 

Excellent CAREER PROSPECTS. 

Construction 

Engineering and 

Management 

UU English, Maths, 

DA Science 

Construction Two from Maths, 

Physics, Tech, 

Chemistry, 

Computing, Bus 

Studs, Geography, 

ICT, Construction 

Grades B, B, B. 

 

GOOD CAREER PROSPECTS. 

 

If offering BTEC Distinctions 

must be achieved in all units. 

 
 

Criminology QUB 

UU 

UK Uni(s) 
 

English 

Maths 

 No specific subject 

requirements. 
 

Grades A, B, B for QUB. 

Dentistry QUB 

UK Uni(s) 

English, Maths, 

DA Science 

High Grades 

required – 9 A* 

or A grades 
 

 Chemistry PLUS one 

of Physics, Maths or 

Biology (with 

Biology to AS Level). 

A, A, A. 

A in Chemistry plus a 4th A grade at 

AS Level. 

APTITUDE TEST REQUIRED. 

Dietetics UU English, Maths, 

DA Science 

Home Economics 2 Science subjects. Applicants must undertake a video 

interview. 

Drama Studies QUB 

UU 

English 

Maths 

Drama No specific subject 

requirements. 

B, B, B. A-Level Drama useful. 

AUDITIONS REQUIRED. 
 

Economics QUB 

UU 

GCSE Maths 

Grade A/B for 

both NI 

universities 

Economics 

Business Studies 

 

No specific subject 

requirements. 

Maths would be very 

useful. 

 

A-Level Maths or Business Studies 

are useful. 

Education (Primary) St. Mary’s 

Stranmillis 

College 

UK Uni(s) 

English 

Maths  

Science 

Academic subjects National Curriculum 

subjects. WORK 

EXPERIENCE 

REQUIRED. 

 

If offering BTEC 

Distinctions must be 

achieved in all units. 

High grades and interview required.  

Education 

(Secondary) 

St. Mary’s 

Stranmillis 

College 

UK Uni(s) 

English 

Maths 

Science 

Academic subjects 2 A-Levels preferred 

in 2 teaching subjects. 

 
 

Any A-Level but Maths, Science, 

ICT & Computing useful subjects. 

If offering BTEC Distinctions 

must be achieved in all units. 

Electrical/ Electronic 

Engineering 

QUB 

UU 

Maths 

DA Science 

Technology 

Add Maths 

Maths & a Science or 

Technology. 

Grades B, B, B for QUB. GOOD 

CAREER PROSPECTS. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Career/Course Univ. 
Necessary 

GCSE 

Subjects 

Useful GCSE 

Subjects 

Necessary              

A-Level Subjects 

 

Useful A-Level Subjects & 

Comments 

Energy  UU Maths 

DA Science 

Geography 

Technology 

BBB from Maths or 

Physics, Design, 

Applied Science, 

Biology, Chemistry, 

Geography or 

Engineering. 

Large demand for graduates. 

Engineering 

management 

UU Maths 

DA Science 

 
B,B,B from Maths 

Further Maths 

Physics, Design and 

Technology, 

Chemistry, SA or DA 

Science/ App Science 

or an Engineering 

subject 

Applicants offering A Level Maths, 

Further Maths or Physics could 

receive a TWO grade reduction. 

English QUB 

UU 

English Journalism, Media 

or Drama 

English Literature. Grades A, B, B for QUB. Many 

subject combinations available. 

Environmental 

Health 

UU English, Maths, 

DA Science 

 
Grade A in Maths or 

a Science. 

Grades A, B, B. 

Environmental 

Planning 

QUB Maths 
 

No specific subject 

requirements. 

 

  

Geography may be useful 

Environmental 

Science/Studies 

UU English 

Maths 

DA Science 

Geography Preferably including a 

STEM subject. 

Two of the following: 

Geography, Biology, 

Physics, Chemistry, 

Mathematics, PE, 

ICT. 

Grades B, C, C. 

Event Management UU 

BMC 

UK Uni(s) 
 

English 

Maths 

Business Studies No specific subject 

requirements 

Business Studies may be useful. 

Work experience is helpful. 

Film Studies QUB 

UU 

English 

Maths 

English Lit, Media 

Studies, 

Journalism, Drama 

Moving Image 

Arts 

No specific subject 

requirements. 

B,B,B 

English Literature, Moving Image 

Arts, Drama or Media Studies 

would be helpful.  

Finance QUB 

UU 

GCSE Maths 

grade B 

Business Studies, 

Economics 

No specific subject 

requirements, 

however, QUB prefer 

Maths. 

Business Studies useful. Grades 

range from A, B, B to B, B, B. 

GOOD CAREER PROSPECTS. 

Food & Nutrition QUB 

UU 

CAFRE 

English 

Maths 

DA Science 

Home Economics Biology and 

Chemistry preferred 

by QUB. 

Maths or any science 

required by UU. 

Grades range from B, B, B (QUB) 

to C, C, D (CAFRE). GOOD 

CAREER PROSPECTS. 

Forensic Sciences UK Uni(s) English, Maths, 

DA Science 

 Chemistry & Biology. Basically a Chemistry Degree.  

Forestry UK Uni(s) 

or Direct 

Entry 

English 

Maths 

DA Science 

Agriculture and 

Land Use 

2 Science subjects or 

1 Science & Maths or 

Technology. 

Limited universities offer this. High 

grades – Direct to Forest Service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Career/Course Univ. 
Necessary 

GCSE Subjects 

Useful GCSE 

Subjects 

Necessary             

A-Level Subjects 

 

Useful A-Level Subjects & 

Comments 

French QUB 

UU 

English 

Maths 

French 

Irish or Spanish French – Grade B. 

AS French grade B 

acceptable in QUB 

Often combined with another 

subject. GOOD CAREER 

PROSPECTS. 

Geography QUB 

UU 

English 

Maths 

Geography 

Science Geography – B/C. 

 

Only Geography 

based BTECs 

accepted 

Grades B, B, B for QUB or B, C, C, 

for UU.  

 

GOOD CAREER PROSPECTS. 

Graphic Design BMC 

UK Uni(s) 

English 

Maths 

Art 

ICT or Computing Art. Fd Diploma in Art after school, 

then degree in UK. A-Level ICT or 

Computing useful.  
Health & Social 

Care 

UU 

UK Uni(s) 

BMC 

English  

Maths 

Science 

Home Economics 

No specific subject 

requirements. 

Grades B, B, C for UU. 

Work Experience helpful. 

History QUB 

UU 

English  

History 

 
No specific subject 

requirements. 

History very useful. Often joined or 

part of combined course. 

Horticulture CAFRE 

UK Uni(s) 

or Direct 

Entry 

English 

Maths 

DA Science 

Agriculture and 

Land Use 

No specific subject 

requirements. 

A science may be useful. Direct 

Entry – 4 GCSE passes. 

Limited courses offered. 

Hospitality 

Management 

BMC 

UU 

UK Uni(s) 

English 

Mathematics 

Home Economics 

A Language 

No specific subject 

requirements. 

Work Experience vital. A language 

is very useful. GOOD CAREER 

PROSPECTS. 

Human Resource 

Management 

UU 

UK Uni(s)  

English 

Maths 

Business Studies No specific subject 

requirements. 

Business Studies or a language may 

be useful. 

Information 

Communication 

Technology 

UU 

UK Uni(s) 

English 

Maths 

Computing or ICT 

Technology 

No specific subject 

requirements. 

A-Level ICT or Computing are 

useful but not essential. 

International Politics 

and Conflict Studies  

QUB English 

Maths  

History No specific subject 

requirements. 

History 

Politics 

Irish Studies QUB 

UU 

English 

Maths 

Irish 

History Irish. Many combinations available.   

Journalism BMC 

UU 

UK Uni(s) 

English 

Maths 

Journalism 

History 

No specific subject 

requirements. 

UU grades BBB to BBC. English, 

Media Studies, History and Politics 

useful. 

Land Use & 

Environmental 

Management 

QUB Maths grade B 

Science 

Geography 

Agriculture and 

Land Use 

No specific subject 

requirements. 

A Science or Geography may be 

useful. 

Good career prospects. 

Landscape 

Architecture/ Design 

CAFRE 

UK Uni(s) 

English 

Maths 

DA Science 

Art No specific subject 

requirements. 

Geography, Biology, Business 

Studies, Chemistry or Art all very 

useful.  

Law 

Law with Politics 

QUB 

UU 

UK Uni(s) 

At least 7 high 

GCSE Grades 

required 

English Literature 

History Politics 

No specific subject 

requirements. 

Usual grades 

AAA/AAB. 

A-Level History, English or Politics 

may be useful. 

APTITUDE TEST REQUIRED 

FOR SOME UK UNIVERSITIES. 

Law with French QUB At least 7 high 

GCSE Grades 

required 

English Literature 

History Politics 

French grade A Usual grades AAA 

Leisure Studies Direct Entry 4 GCSE grades C, 

English, Maths & 

Science included 

PE WORK 

EXPERIENCE 

IMPORTANT. 

Direct Application. 

Good sports interest. 

Reference. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Career/Course Univ. 
Necessary 

GCSE Subjects 

Useful GCSE 

Subjects 

Necessary             

A-Level Subjects 

 

Useful A-Level Subjects & 

Comments 

Liberal Arts 

(with a subject) 

St. Mary’s 

University 

College 

English 

Maths 

 
The subject chosen 

must be studied at A-

Level, i.e. Business or 

English or Geography 

or History or Irish or 

PE or RE.  

Direct application. Must be chosen 

with Business or English or 

Geography or History or Irish or 

PE or RE. 

Liberal Arts QUB At least 7 high 

GCSE grades 

 
No specific subject 

requirements 
AAA 

Marine Biology / 

Sciences 

QUB 

UU 

UK Uni(s) 

Maths 

DA Science 

Geography 2 Science subjects. Biology & Chemistry preferred. 

Geography may be useful. 

Marketing UU 

BMC 

UK Uni(s) 

English 

Maths 

Business Studies 

A Language 

No specific subject 

requirements. 

Business Studies or a language are 

useful. 

Mathematics QUB 

UU 

Maths high 

grade 

English 

Add Maths 

Computing 

DA Science 

Maths. Further Maths useful. 

Combinations available. 

GOOD CAREER PROSPECTS. 

Mechanical 

Engineering 

QUB 

UU 

Maths 

DA Science 

Computing 

Technology 

Maths & a Science or 

Technology. 

Physics preferred. Further Maths 

helpful. GOOD CAREER 

PROSPECTS.  
Media Studies UU 

UK Uni(s) 

English 

Maths 

Journalism, 

English, Media 

Studies  

No specific subject 

requirements. 

Moving Image Arts, Media Studies 

or Eng Lit very useful. Good artistic 

& critical sense required. 

Medicine QUB 

UK Uni(s) 

English, Maths, 

DA Science. High 

profile required 

– 9 A* or A 

grades. 

 Chemistry & one 

other Science. 

Biology to least AS 

Level. WORK 

EXPERIENCE 

ESSENTIAL. 

A, A, A. 

A in Chemistry plus a 4th A grade at 

AS Level. 

APTITUDE TEST & INTERVIEW 

REQUIRED. 

Music QUB 

UU 

UK Uni(s) 

English 

Maths 

Music 

 A-Level Music or 

Grade 8 Practical and 

Theory. 

Audition & Interview may be 

required. At least grade B in A-

Level Music. 

Music Production/ 

Music Technology 

QUB 

BMC 

UK Uni(s) 

English 

Maths 

DA Science 

Music 

Computing or 

Technology 

For QUB: Grade B 

required in 

Computing or ICT or 

Maths or Music or 

Physics. 

Grade 8 Theory or Music is 

acceptable instead of A-Level 

Music – range of grades required 

depending on the institution. 

Nursing QUB 

UU 

UK Uni(s) 

English 

Maths 

SA/DA Science 

 WORK 

EXPERIENCE 

REQUIRED. 

Biology is preferable, grades B, C, 

C. Non-Science background grade 

requirement is B, B, C. 

 

Multiple Mini Interview process 

very rigorous. 

Occupational 

Therapy 

UU English 

Maths 

DA Science 

 WORK 

EXPERIENCE and 

INTERVIEW 

REQUIRED. 

B, B, B. Any subjects. High degree 

of commitment. 

Ophthalmic Optics/ 

Optometry 

UU 

UK Uni(s) 

English 

Maths 

DA Science 

 2 Science subjects or 

1 Science & Maths. 

Grades A, A, B. Very competitive. 

Paramedic Science UU English 

Maths 

SA/DA Science 

SA/DA Science No specific 

requirements 

B, B, C 

Very competitive course 

Pharmacy QUB 

UU 

English 

Maths 

DA Science 

 Chemistry & 1 other 

Science or Maths. 

Biology is preferred as 2nd science. 

Grades A, A, B. Very competitive. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



Career/Course Univ. 
Necessary 

GCSE Subjects 

Useful GCSE 

Subjects 

Necessary             

A-Level Subjects 

 

Useful A-Level Subjects & 

Comments 

Photography UU 

BMC 

UK Uni(s) 

English 

Maths 

Art No specific subject 

requirements. 

Submission of 

portfolio of work 

required. 

Art could be useful, experience 

with cameras and software is very 

useful. 

Physics QUB 

UK Uni(s) 

Maths 

DA Science 

 Physics & Maths. Sometimes 3 Sciences required for 

best courses: 2 acceptable. GOOD 

CAREER PROSPECTS. 

Physiotherapy UU English 

Maths 

DA Science 

1 Science subject 

(preferably 

Biology) or Maths 
 

WORK 

EXPERIENCE 

REQUIRED.  

Grades B, B, B. Very competitive.  

Applicants must undertake a video 

interview.  

Podiatry UU 

UK Uni(s) 

English 

Maths 

DA Science 

 1 Science subject or 

Maths 
WORK EXPERIENCE 

REQUIRED.  

Grades B, B, B. 

Applicants must undertake a video 

interview.  

Politics QUB 

UU 

English 

Maths 

History No specific subject 

requirements 

Politics useful. Usually part of 

Humanities course. 

Property 

Investment / 

Development/ 

Real Estate 

 

UU 

UK Uni(s) 

English 

Maths 

Business Studies 

Finance 

Geography or 

Construction or 

Technology 

 

 

No specific subject 

requirements. 

Grades B, B, C at UU. Business 

Studies, Geography or Technology 

are useful. 

 

Psychology QUB 

UU 

English 

Maths 

Science No specific subject 

requirements. 

Grades range from A, B, B at QUB 

to C, C, C at UK Universities. 

ENSURE THE DEGREE IS 

VALIDATED BY THE B.P.S. 

Quantity Surveying UU 

UK Uni(s) 

Grade B at 

GCSE Maths and 

English 

DA Science 

Construction or 

Technology 

Geography 

Business Studies 

No specific subject 

requirements. 

Maths, Technology, Geography or 

Business are useful. Grades – B, B, 

B. GOOD CAREER PROSPECTS 

Radiography UU 

UK Uni(s) 

English 

Maths 

DA Science 

 1 Science subject or 

Maths. 

Grades B, B, B. Applicants must 

undertake a video interview. 

Work Experience useful. 

Retail Management UK Uni(s) 

Direct Entry 

English & Maths Business Studies 

Economics 

WORK 

EXPERIENCE 

STRONGLY 

RECOMMENDED. 

Business Studies useful. Part of 

Business Degree. Direct entry 

requires 5 GCSE’s and 3 good A-

Levels. 

Renewable 

Energies 

UU 

UK Uni(s) 

English 

Maths 

DA Science 

Technology or 

Construction 

Maths or a Science or 

Technology or 

Computing or ICT. 

Grades B, B, C for UU. GOOD 

CAREER PROSPECTS. 

Social Work UU 

QUB 

English 

Maths 

 No specific subject 

requirements. 
INTERVIEW 

REQUIRED. 

Evidence of interest & 

commitment. 
SIGNIFICANT WORK 

EXPERIENCE.   

Sociology QUB 

UU 

UK Uni(s) 

English 

Maths 

History 

Media Studies 

No specific subject 

requirements. 

History or Politics may be useful. 

Software 

Development / 

Engineering 

QUB 

UU 

UK Uni(s) 

Maths Grade B 

English 

Science 

Computing, 

Software Systems 

Development 

QUB requires Maths 

or a science or 

Computing or 

Technology. 

(not single award 

ICT) 

Maths, Computing and Physics are 

useful. Grades B, B, B.  

GOOD CAREER PROSPECTS. 

Speech and 

Language Therapy 

UU 

UK Uni(s) 

English 

Maths 

Science 

A Language 

English Literature 

English Literature or a 

Language. 

Maths & Science useful. Grades B, 

B, B. Interview required. 

Very competitive. 

Sport and Exercise 

Sciences 

BMC 

UU 

UK Uni(s) 

English 

Maths 

Science 

Sports Studies PE or Biology or 

Chemistry or Maths 

or Physics. 

Grades range from A, A, B (UU) to 

B, C, C in UK.  

Very competitive. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Career/Course Univ. 
Necessary 

GCSE Subjects 

Useful GCSE 

Subjects 

Necessary             

A-Level Subjects 

 

Useful A-Level Subjects & 

Comments 

Sports Studies 

Sports Coaching & 

Performance 

UU 

Stranmillis 

College 

UK Uni(s) 

English 

Maths 

Science 

Sports Studies PE or Geography or 

History or Geography 

or Politics. 

Grades range from A, A, B (UU) to 

B, C, C in UK.  

Very competitive. 

Sports Technology/ 

Engineering 

UK Uni(s) English 

Maths 

DA Science 

Technology 

Construction 

ICT/Computing 

A Science or Maths or 

Technology. 

A new field of engineering with 

good career prospects. 

Technology & 

Design 

UU 

UK Uni(s) 

English 

Maths 

Science 

Technology 

Construction 

ICT/Computing 

Maths or a Science or 

Technology. 

Technology is most useful. Good 

career prospects. 

Travel & Tourism 

(International) 

UU 

BMC 

UK Uni(s) 

English 

Maths 

Languages 

Business Studies 

No specific subject 

requirements. 

 

C, C,C 

Languages or Business Studies 

useful. Work Experience important. 

Veterinary Science UK Uni(s) 

CAO 

U.C.D 

English, Maths, 

DA Science. High 

profile required – 

9 A*/A’s. 

 
Chemistry & Biology. 

WORK 

EXPERIENCE 

ESSENTIAL. 

Physics or Maths preferred in 

addition. Check each university for 

specific entrance criteria. A, A, A. 

A in Chemistry plus a 4th A grade at 

AS Level. APTITUDE TEST 

REQUIRED & INTERVIEW 

USUALLY REQUIRED. 

Youth Work UU 

UK Uni(s) 

English 

Maths 

 No specific subject 

requirements – Work 

Experience essential. 

Any A-Levels. Evidence of interest 

& commitment. INTERVIEW 

REQUIRED. 

Zoology QUB 

UK Uni(s) 

English 

Maths 

DA Science 

 Biology & 1 other 

Science. 

Chemistry preferred as the 2nd 

Science. QUB requires grades B, B, 

B. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Post-16 Options: A Guide for Parents 

The transition from GCSEs to further education is a significant milestone. In the UK, young 
people must remain in education or training until they are 18. However, this does not mean 
they are restricted to the classroom. 

What are the pathways? 

• Academic: A-Levels or BTECs (usually at a school sixth form or college). 
• Vocational: Apprenticeships, or a job with a formal training element. 
• Foundational: Traineeships or internships for those who need more experience 

before moving into a specific career. 

 

1. Finding the Right Fit 

When helping your son navigate these choices, consider three main factors: 

• Interests and Strengths: We naturally excel at what we enjoy. If your son is 
passionate about a subject, he is more likely to commit to the heavy workload 
required at Key Stage 5. If he hasn't studied a subject before (like Psychology or 
Economics), encourage him to speak with teachers to gauge his aptitude. 

• Learning Style: Does he prefer "learning by doing" and coursework? BTECs might 
be a great fit. Does he prefer theory, listening, and high-stakes exams? A-Levels 
are the traditional route. 

• Future Goals: If he has a specific career in mind, like Dentistry or Engineering, 
certain subjects (usually Sciences and Maths) are non-negotiable. If he is unsure, 
keeping his options broad with a mix of subjects is the best strategy. 

2. Thinking About University 

If university is a likely next step, keep these tips in mind: 

• Entry Requirements: Check university websites early. For example, Pharmacy 
usually requires Chemistry and one other science. 

• Subject Choices: Some highly competitive universities (like those in the Russell 
Group) prefer a mix of traditional academic subjects. However, most universities 
now value BTECs and T-Levels alongside or instead of A-Levels. 

• The "Grade vs. Subject" Balance: It is often better to get high grades in subjects 
he enjoys than to struggle and get low grades in a "prestigious" subject he finds 
difficult. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

3. Choosing the Environment 

Where your son studies can be just as important as what he studies. 

Option Pros Cons 

Staying at 
School 

Familiar teachers, existing friends, 
and a smaller, more supportive 
environment. 

May feel "too much like school". 

Regional 
College 

Huge range of courses; 
specialised facilities; a more 
"adult" university-style 
atmosphere. 

Requires high self-discipline; less 
one-on-one "nudging" from staff; 
requires starting over socially. 

Apprenticeships 
Earn while you learn; gain real-
world workplace experience. 

Less flexibility to change your 
mind once the contract begins; 
requires a high level of maturity. 

 

A Note for St. Patrick’s Students 

If your son chooses to stay with us at St. Patrick’s, he will have the benefit of a familiar 
support system. We encourage students to use their independent study periods wisely to 
stay on top of the increased workload. 

Important: If he starts a course and feels he has made a mistake, he should speak to a 
teacher immediately. It is often possible to swap subjects within the first two weeks of the 
first term. 

Final Advice 

While your input as a parent is vital, the final decision should ultimately be your son’s. When a 
student takes ownership of their choices, they are much more likely to work hard and succeed. 

Best of luck with your decisions! If you have any questions, please contact our Careers 
Department or Year Head. 

 


