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GCSE Options & Programme of Study 

Between January and March, Year 10 students will select their optional subjects for 
the two-year GCSE course. This process is supported by careers advisors, subject 
teachers, and parents/guardians to ensure every student makes informed decisions. 

Key Considerations for Students 

When deciding on your optional subjects, keep the following principles in mind: 

• Prioritise Ability and Interest: Since long-term career goals often evolve, use 
Subject Ability (what you are good at) and Subject Interest (what you enjoy) as 
your primary guides. 

• Avoid "Wrong Reasons": Do not choose a subject based on where your friends 
are going, whether you like a specific teacher, or the perception that a subject is 
"easy." No GCSE is easy; every subject requires consistent effort. 

• Balance "Keeping Options Open": While it is wise to maintain a broad range of 
subjects, remember that it is often impossible to cover every potential field. Focus 
on a balanced selection that doesn't shut too many doors. 

Your Personal Programme of Study 

At St. Patrick’s, we guide students toward a Programme of Study tailored to their 
individual needs, focusing on two main areas: 

1. Academic Ability: Ensuring the workload is manageable yet challenging. 
2. Learning Style: Matching subjects to how a student learn best (e.g., practical vs. 

theoretical). 

Data-Driven Guidance 

To ensure your son is on the right path, school guidance is informed by: 

• TRACK Performances: Ongoing internal assessment data. 
• CAT4 Scores: Predicted outcomes based on Cognitive Abilities Tests taken 

earlier in his education at SPGS. 

Note on Workload: For most students, the standard Programme of Study consists of 
at least 9 GCSE subjects. 

Subject-Specific Pathways 

• Further Mathematics: Students demonstrating exceptional performance in 
Mathematics will have the opportunity to study Further Mathematics in Year 12. 

• Tiering and Sets: In all subjects—particularly Mathematics—the school 
determines teaching groups and GCSE entry levels (Higher or Foundation). 
These decisions are based on proven performance to ensure every student has 
the best chance of securing a pass grade or higher. 
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POTENTIAL KS4 OPTIONS TIMELINE 

2026 
 
Friday 16th Jan Year 10 Options Booklet updated – Option Choice 

timeline explained to Year 10s. 
 
Monday 19th Jan Year 10 Options Booklet & GCSE Subject videos 
 available on the school website. 
 
Tuesday 20th Jan  Year 10 Options Booklet distributed. 
 

Thursday 22nd Jan   Year 10 Options Afternoon – Parents and students 
have the options process outlined and then visit 
subject stalls in the school canteen: 4pm start. 

 
Fri 23rd / Mon 26th Jan  Students make a Free Choice within some Areas of 

Study. 
 

Friday 30th Jan  Students make choices within the limitations of 
timetable blocks. 

 
Thurs 5th / Fri 6th Feb  Academic Review Days – Year 10 Parents will have 

the opportunity to discuss Academic & Pastoral 
progress & GCSE choices with their son’s Form 
Teacher.  

 
Wednesday 4th March  Year 10 Parent Teacher Meeting.  
  (Face-to-meeting) 
 

Thurs 5th Mar – Wed 11th Mar Students make amendments to choices following 
discussion at home. 

 
Wednesday 11th March The process ends for now. 
 

Early June  Opportunity to make final amendments.  
 (If approved) 
 
 

Year 10 Students Informed of their Maths class for September. 
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GCSE OPTIONS - 2026 
SUBJECT  MY CHOICES 

Maths  1. Maths 

English Language   
English Literature 

 2. English Language  

3. English Literature 

RE  4.  RE 

Language (Highly Recommended) 
(French / Irish) 

  
5.  

Choose one: 
Double Award Science 

(If DA Science is chosen it must be 
choice 7 also) 

Single Award Science  
Applied Science OCN 

  
      
     6. ___________________________  

 
 

Art & Design 
Business Studies 
Construction  
PSE (formally CoPE) 
Digital Tech – Programming / Multimedia 
Double Award Science  
Engineering 
Gaeilge (must be picked with Irish) 
Geography 
Government & Politics  
History 
Home Economics: Food & Nutrition 
ICT (OCN) 
King’s Trust PDE Certificate  
Learning for Life & Work 
MVRUS 
Moving Image Arts 
Music 
*Occupational Studies (see list below) 
Physical Education  
Preparation for Adult Life (PAL) 
Technology & Design 
Travel & Tourism BTEC 

  
 
 
 

      7. ___________________________ 
 
 
 

      8. ___________________________ 
 
 
 

      9. ___________________________ 

PE (non-exam)  PE 
 

* Occupational Studies:  
1. Carpentry & Joinery / Bench Joinery (Construction) 

2. Manufacturing Techniques – Sheet Metal / Hand Fitting (Engineering) 

3. Patisserie & Baking / Contemporary Cuisine (Home Economics) 

4. Sports Leadership / Running a Leisure Event (PE) 

5. Plumbing and Tiling (Technology & Design)   

 

Name:  _____________________________________________             Class: 10: ________ 

Your English teacher     
will inform you if you have 
been selected to complete 
Literature  
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CLASS ALLOCATION FOR GCSE MATHS IN YEAR 11 
 

We would like to provide you with some information on how the Year 11 class allocation 

is made. There are various pathways to achieve a grade at GCSE Maths: 

 

M2&M6 (Foundation)  Highest Grade C* 

 

M3/4&M6/7 (Higher)  Highest Grade B/A 

 

M4 &M8 (Higher)   Highest Grade A* 

 

Students are distributed into classes as a direct result of their Summer 2026 Maths grade 

with some consideration being given to previous performance throughout the year. The 

25 students with the highest score across the year group will enter the ‘fast track’ class 

who complete their GCSE in one year and undertake a GCSE Further Maths course in 

Year 12. As you can appreciate, only the most able students can cope with the demands 

of this course and places are therefore limited.  

 

Students will then be matched to the most appropriate GCSE course according to their 

Summer Maths results. A foundation class will be available, and this will be geared for 

students who hope to achieve a grade C at GCSE level.  

 

In the Maths department we use the Summer exam results to gauge each student’s 

potential so we would like to emphasise the importance of thorough study and 

preparation for this exam. 

 

The Maths Department 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE / LITERATURE PATHWAYS 
 
 

All students will study both English Language & English Literature at KS4. 

 

Students will be taught in their form classes and will continue with their English teacher from KS3. 

 

Students will complete exams at the following times: 

- Lang Unit 1 exam – May/June Year 11 

- Lit Unit 1 exam - May/June Year 11 

- Lang Unit 4 exam – November Year 12 

- Lit Unit 2 exam – May/June Year 12 

- Repeats of Lang Unit 1 (and/or) Unit 4 & Lit Unit 1 – May/June Year 12 

 

 
Students will complete 2 pieces of Controlled Assessment for English Language in Year 11 and 1 
piece for English Literature in Year 12. 
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ART AND DESIGN 

 
 

General Description:  
 

The study of Art and Design promotes and enriches students’ overall educational experience 
by presenting them with opportunities to develop their creative, intellectual, and artistic 
abilities. Art and Design develops independent, problem-solving thinkers who can contribute 
to society and the economy. 
 

Course Content:    
100% controlled assessment 
 
Unit 1: The Core Portfolio - Internally assessed, externally 
moderated, 60% weighting, Available Summer only. 
Part A: Exploratory Portfolio 25% weighting-  
In the form of a Sketchbook (from September-February in Y11) 
Part B: Investigating the Creative & Cultural Industries 35% 
weighting-  
Researching an Artist /Designer/craftsperson to influence work produced. 
 
Unit 2: Working to a Stimulus- Internally assessed, externally moderated,40% weighting, 
Available Summer only.  
This comprises of a Theme set by the exam board released in January of Year 12 which is 
then used as a stimulus to produce work from. 
 

Career Opportunities: Are wide and varied, below are a few examples: 
 

Design careers   
Architecture 
Animation and Multimedia 
Product Design 
Industrial Design  
Graphic Design  
ICT and Film/Media industries.  
Fashion Design  
Interior Design 
Jewellery Design  
Teaching/ Lecturer 
Landscape Design 

 

Fine Art Careers  
Painting 
Photography                    
Craft and Sculpture 
Art Production 
Art Exhibition 
Art Administration 
Teaching/ Lecturer 
Art Therapy 
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BUSINESS STUDIES 

 
 

General Description: 
 
Business Studies helps students understand more about how and why businesses operate 
in the way that they do. Students can relate what they study to everyday activities such as 
purchasing goods and the news reported in the media. 
 

Course Content: 
 
Unit 1: Starting a Business: Topics to be included are Creating a Business, Marketing and 
Business Operations. Students are entered for one module (Unit 1), and they will sit during 
May/June of Year 11. External Written Examination: 1 hour 30 minutes of short, structured 
questions and extended writing. At the end of Year 11 40% of the course will have been 
assessed. 
 
Unit 2: Developing a Business: Topics to be included are Finance, Managing People; 
Business Growth. Students are entered for one module (Unit 2), and they will sit in May /June 
of Year 12. This examination is worth 40%. External Written Examination: 1 hour 30 minutes 
of short, structured questions and extended writing. 
 
Unit 3: Planning a Business. CONTROLLED ASSESSMENT: Students have a research 
task to complete on Planning a Business (Unit 3) and then complete an examination on this 
in a controlled exam environment approximately April of Year 12. This Controlled 
Assessment task is worth 20% of the final mark. 
 
HOMEWORK: 
Students should spend at least 2 hours per week on Business Studies homework depending 
on the topic being covered. Initially working on questions relating to what is covered in class 
progressing to past paper questions and making revision notes throughout the two years. 
 

Career Opportunities: 
 
Business  
Teaching 
Finance  
Careers 
Banking 
Accountancy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
9 
 

 

CONSTRUCTION & THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT – CCEA 
(50% Exam & 50% Controlled Assessment / Coursework) 

 

 

 

General Description: 
 
This revised qualification features up-to-date content that reflects modern-day practices 
in the construction industry. Students learn to interpret drawings of domestic buildings 
and explore the materials and sustainable methods used in domestic and commercial 
construction.  
 
The specification also helps students to appreciate the importance of health and safety 
in the construction industry. To enhance their practical skills, students complete a craft 
project based on woodwork, brickwork, or blockwork. They also develop their computer 
aided design (CAD) knowledge, understanding and skills by producing a portfolio of 
work. 

Course Content: 
YEAR 11 
 
Unit 1: Introduction to the Built Environment 20% (EXAM) – An external 1 hour 
written exam based on the basic aspects of the Construction industry and the 
construction methods used.  
 
Unit 4: Computer Aided Design in Construction 25% - Students will learn to use 
AutoCAD computer software to a competent level where they will be required to 
produce a high level of design drawings.  Students will have the opportunity within 
this controlled assessment to show their design ideas and flair.  
 

YEAR 12  
 
Unit 2: Sustainable Construction 30% (EXAM)– An external 1½ hour exam which 
includes questions based on pre-release materials. This exam will be based on design 
methods with Construction and how they can affect the sustainability and energy 
efficiency of buildings. 
 
Unit 3: The Construction Craft Project 25% - This is the practical element of the 
course where students will be required to make a woodwork project to an exact 
specification set by CCEA. CCEA will then send moderators to our school to 
moderate our results. 
 

Career Opportunities: 
 

• Product Design and Development 

• Construction Management 

• Quantity or Building Surveying 

• Architecture 

• CAD Engineer  

 
• BiM Coordinator  

• CNC Machine Operator 

• Civil Engineer 

• Structural Timber Engineer  

• Remediation Engineer   
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PERSONAL and SOCIAL EFFECTIVENESS (PSE) (formally CoPE) 

 

General Description: 
 
Examination Board: ASDAN 
 
Specification:  Personal and Social Effectiveness (PSE) Level 1 and Level 2  
 
COURSE OUTLINE:  
Personal and social effectiveness is key for inspiring confidence and equipping learners with 
the skills and qualities they will need for the complexities of learning, work and life. This 
qualification covers three skills-based units:  
• Developing myself and my performance  
• Working with others  
• Problem solving  
 
PSE Level 1 is comparable to GCSE grade E 
PSE Level 2 is comparable to GCSE grade B 

Course Content: 
 
Coursework is 100% of this qualification.  Students create a portfolio of evidence which 
externally moderated. 
 
In the award, learners are assessed on how they have developed the ability to: 

• understand and develop themselves and their own performance 
• work with others in teams 
• develop and use problem solving skills 

In the certificate, learners will additionally be assessed on how they have developed the 
ability to deliver a project. This includes planning, research, presentation, and discussion. 

There are no examinations as part of this course. 

 

Homework: 
 
As this course is based on students completing challenges in each of the different module 
areas, homework will therefore vary depending on the nature of the challenge.   
 
 
ADDITIONAL SUPPORT (websites, online activities, examination tips): 
 
http://www.asdan.org.uk/courses/qualifications/certificate-of-personal-effectiveness-level-1-
and-2 
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DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY 
General Description: 
 
The CCEA GCSE Digital Technology specification is unique in the UK. Students choose either Route A: 
Multimedia or Route B: Programming.  
 
Based on this, the qualification they achieve is either GCSE Digital Technology (Multimedia) or GCSE Digital 
Technology (Programming). The course consists of three units to be completed over two years. 
 
Students acquire and apply knowledge and understanding of digital technology in a variety of contexts. They 
also develop creative and practical digital technology skills, either using a range of generic software or in an 
object-oriented environment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Career pathway for Multimedia route 

 
Career pathway for Programming route 

A-Level Digital Technology A-Level Software Systems Development 

University Computing and Information 
Technology Degree 
 

University Computing Science Degree 

Careers Web Developer 
App Developer 
Project Manager 
System Analyst  
Network Engineer 

Careers 
 
 
 
 

Programmer 
Tester 
Database Developer 
Front End Developer 
Senior Programmer 

Based on the results 
of Unit 1 taken at the 
end of Year 11 and 
teacher 
recommendation 
students will follow 
the correct pathway 
in Year 12 

Year 12 Pathways 
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DOUBLE AWARD PDE CERTIFICATE (KING’S TRUST) 

(Worth 2 GCSEs) 
 

 

General Description: 

 
The King’s Trust (formerly Prince’s Trust) Achieve Programme is a personal social 
development programme designed to help students develop the skills and confidence they 
need to reach their goals, through relevant, engaging and informal learning. 
  
As part of the Achieve programme, students can avail of a qualification entitled Personal 
Development & Employability (PDE). This qualification is a modular portfolio-based 
qualification with no final exam. 
 
The PDE Certificate is equivalent to two GCSEs (Grade B). 
 

Course Content: 

 

The PDE Certificate is 100% centre assessed using portfolios of evidence. 

 

6 units are completed, chosen from the following: Digital Skills, Teamwork Skills, Community 

Impact, Wellbeing-Physical Activity, Wellbeing-Healthy Eating, Work Experience, 

Presentation Skills, Money Management and Career Planning. 

 

Credits are gained at regular intervals during Year 11 and Year 12 and there are no 

examinations at the end of this course. 

 

Career Opportunities: 
 
The study of Double Award PDE is intended for all careers as it aims to develop students as 
individuals and contributors to society, the economy, and the environment. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
13 
 

 

 

ENGINEERING (BTEC) 
 
 

General Description: 
 
Examination Board: Pearson 
Specification: Level 1/Level 2 BTEC 
Course Outline: Students who study Engineering will develop 
and use a range of transferable skills when designing and 
making engineered Products. They will understand the contribution that engineering 
makes to society and the economy. This will enable students to actively engage in the 
engineering process and develop as effective and independent learners. Students will 
develop applied engineering skills as a foundation for future learning and progression. 
 

Controlled Assessment:  
 
Unit 1 (Year 11): Term 1-3 The Engineered World: External Assessment, 1hour 
examination, 25% weighting, available May/June. To be taken in May/June 2025 (Year 
11) with the option to repeat in Year 12. 
Unit 2 (Year 11): Term 1-3 Investigating an Engineered Product: Controlled Assessment, 
externally assessed, 25% weighting, available Summer only. To be submitted May 2025 
(Year 11). This includes a portfolio consisting of 8-12 A4 pages. 
Unit 7 (Year 12): Term 1-3 Machining Techniques: Controlled Assessment, internally 
assessed, 50% weighting, available summer only. To be submitted May 2026 (Year 12). 
This is a practical based Unit focusing on Drilling, Milling and Turning (lathe work). 
 
Please Note: At the end of Year 11, 50 % of the course will have been assessed, with the 
option of repeating the externally assessed examination. 
Homework: Year 11 students will have theory homework once a week. This will involve 
shorter exercises and revision of notes. Students will also complete a series of design 
exercises on a weekly basis. Students are encouraged to develop design skills at any 
opportunity. 
Career Opportunities: 
 
• Product Design and Development 

• Civil Engineering, Mechanical Engineering 

• Electrical & Electronic Engineering 

• Aerospace Engineering 

• Engineering Project and Business Management 

• Environmental Engineering 

• Industrial and Production Engineering 

• Marine Engineering 

• Mining Engineering 

• Petroleum Engineering 

• Surveying 

• Biomedical Engineer 

• CAD focused careers 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCJv6_tGViMgCFcVo2wodFlgLCw&url=http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/civil-engineer-clipart&psig=AFQjCNF-fpETI7Gh3pOvh_G21fQSisIqJA&ust=1442926313962659
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
 

General Description: 
 

Students studying English Language will develop the ability to express and communicate 
meaning in spoken language as well as the ability to listen to and interpret what others say 
and match style and response to audience, context, and purpose. Students will also improve 
their ability to read, understand and engage with various types of text for enjoyment and for 
learning and also the ability to retrieve information for identified purposes. 

Course Content: 
 
Includes several units: 
 
Unit 1:  Writing for Purpose and Audience & Reading to Access Non-Fiction and Media 

texts [30%] EXAM 
 
Unit 2: Speaking and Listening [20%] INTERNAL MODERATION 
 
Unit 3: Studying Spoken and Written Language [20%] 
 CONTROLLED ASSESSMENT 
 
Unit 4: Personal or Creative Writing & Reading Literary and Non-Fiction texts [30%]
 EXAM 
 

Career Opportunities: 
 

Important for all career areas and entrance to almost all Universities. 
 

 

ENGLISH LITERATURE 

General Description: 
 

Students studying GCSE English Literature will develop the ability to listen to and interpret 
what others say and match style and response to audience, context, and purpose.  The 
subject also focuses on the ability to read, understand, and engage with various types of text 
for enjoyment and for learning. 
 

Course Content: 
 

Includes several units: 
 

Unit 1: The Study of Prose [30%] EXAM 
 
Unit 2: The Study of Drama and Poetry [50%] EXAM 
 
Unit 3: The study of Shakespeare texts [20%] CONTROLLED ASSESSMENT 
 

Career Opportunities: 
 

Journalism       Teaching    Law        
Public Relations      Management Courses Advertising 
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FRENCH 

 

General Description: 
 
The study of GCSE French helps students to develop an understanding of French in a 
variety of contexts and to develop the ability to communicate effectively in French.  It also 
helps to develop awareness and understanding of French-speaking countries and 
communities. 

Course Content: 
 

 Unit 1: Listening – External Written Exam, 25% weighting. 
Approximately 35 minutes at Foundation Tier 
Approximately 45 minutes at Higher Tier 
Students answer twelve questions, in English and French 

 
 Unit 2: Speaking – Teacher-conducted speaking examination; 25% weighting. 
7–12 minutes (plus 10 minutes of preparation time) 
Students complete two role-plays and a general conversation on two topics in French. 

 
Unit 3: Reading – External Written Exam, 25% weighting. 
50 minutes at Foundation Tier 
1 hour at Higher Tier 
Students answer a variety of questions in English and in French, as well as translating 
short sentences from French into English. 

 
Unit 4: Writing – External Written Exam, 25% weighting. 
1 hour at Foundation Tier 
1 hour 15 minutes at Higher Tier 
Students answer four questions including listing (at Foundation Tier), short 
phrase/sentence responses, translating short sentences, and one extended writing 
task (from a choice of three) in French. 

 

 

 

Career Opportunities: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Export Marketing Advisor 

Journalist 

International Lawyer 

Tourist Advisor 

Interpreter 

Translator 

Customer Service Agent 

Sales Engineer 

Teacher 

 

Recruiters 

Account Manager 

Online Marketing Executive 

TV Presenter / Commentator 

Foreign Correspondent  

Volunteer 

Development Worker (NGOs) 

Politician 
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FURTHER MATHEMATICS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

General Description: 
 
The study of Further Mathematics aims to stretch the very able students and prepare them 
for A-level Mathematics by covering some of the topics that will be studied at A-level. Only 
students in the Fast-Track class study Further Mathematics at GCSE. 
 

Course Content: 
 
The topics covered in Further Mathematics are: 
 
Unit 1: Pure Maths – algebra; trigonometry; differentiation; integration; logarithms; 
matrices. 
 
Unit 2: Mechanics – kinematics; vectors; forces; Newton’s laws of motion; moments. 
 
Unit 3: Statistics – central tendency & dispersion; probability; binomial distribution; normal 
distribution; bivariate analysis. 
 
This is assessed by 100% examination. The examination consists of three modules: 
 
Unit 1: Pure Maths 50% - 2-hour exam 
Unit 2: Mechanics 25% - 1 hour exam 
Unit 3: Statistics     25% - 1 hour exam 
 
 

Opportunities: 
 
We study the CCEA GCSE Further Mathematics specification, which gives students 
opportunities to: 
 
•  develop further their mathematical knowledge, skills and understanding. 

•  select and apply mathematical techniques and methods to mathematical, every day and 
real-world situations. 

•  reason mathematically, interpret and communicate mathematical information, make 
deductions and inferences, and draw conclusions. 

•  extend their base in mathematics from which they can progress to: 
- higher studies in mathematics; and/or 
- studies such as science, geography, technology, or business, which contain a 
significant requirement in mathematics beyond Higher Tier GCSE Mathematics; and 

• design and develop mathematical models that allow them to use problem-solving 
strategies and apply a broader range of mathematics to a variety of situations 
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GAEILGE  
 

General Description: 
 

The study of GCSE Gaeilge enhances students’ positive attitude towards the Irish language, culture 
and literature and helps them become effective and accurate users of Irish. Areas explored include The 
Individual and Society, The World around Me, Employability, Irish Language Communities and 
Literature in Irish. Students also investigate the use of language, grammar and syntax and translate 
texts from English into Irish and from Irish into English. This course is open to students who attended 
a Primary Bunscoil/ Gaelscoil.  

Course Content: 
 

Unit 1 – Listening and Speaking in Gaeilge – Controlled Assessment – 20% 
weighting 
Students prepare and complete two tasks under teacher supervision: 
• Task 1 is a discussion (4–6 mins) on a pre-prepared topic that requires research 
• Task 2 is a group discussion (4–6 mins). 

 

Unit 2 – Reading and Writing in Gaeilge – Controlled Assessment – 20% 
weighting 
Students prepare and complete a written response to two literary texts (1 hour). 
 

Unit 3 - Reading in Gaeilge – External Exam – 30% weighting  
One externally assessed written examination (1 hour 30 mins) that comprises: 
• Section 1 Information Handling. 
• Section 2 Analysis and Descriptive Skills 
• Section 3 Translation from Irish into English, assessing syntax, lexical and grammatical 
structures. 

 

Unit 4 – Writing in Gaeilge – External Exam - 30% weighting  
One externally assessed written examination (1 hour 30 mins) that comprises: 
• Section 1 functional writing. 
 • Section 2 use of language (grammar and syntax) 
• Section 3 translation from English into Irish, assessing syntax, and lexical and grammatical 
structures. 

 

Course Requirements: 
Students must have attended an Irish Speaking Primary School (Bunscoil/Gaelscoil) to 

choose this subject at GCSE.  
Students who want to study GCSE Gaeilge must also study GCSE Irish.  

 
Career Opportunties: 
International Lawyer  
Recruitment and HR  
Account Manager 
Online Marketing Executive 
TV Presenter / Commentator 
Radio Presenter  
Media Producer  
Foreign Correspondent  
Sports Coach / Manager 
Development Worker (NGOs) 
Politician 
Local Government 
Cross Border Work 
Irish Language Development Officer  
Export Marketing Advisor 

Community Outreach Worker 
Journalist 
Sports Journalist  
Tourist Advisor 
Interpreter 
Translator 
Researcher 
Software Translator  
Customer Service Agent 
Volunteer 
Banking & Finance  
Hospitality  
Sales Engineer 
Teaching 
Business  
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GEOGRAPHY 
 

General Description: 
The study of GCSE Geography helps students to develop their knowledge and 
understanding of geographical concepts and appreciate how these concepts affect our 
changing world. Students also develop a framework of spatial awareness that they can use 
to appreciate the importance of the location of places and environments, from local to global 
and appreciate the differences and similarities between people’s views of the world, its 
environments, societies, and cultures.  
 
Geography is a practical subject: you will develop skills that will be useful in other subjects, 
for further study (for example A-Level), at home and at work. You will develop map skills 
(including GIS), data handling and analysis, problem solving, decision making, self-
management and working with others. Geography students can apply their learning to the 
real-world using case studies and fieldwork. 

Course Content: 
Unit 1: Understanding Our Natural World (40%) 
Theme A: River Environments.     
Theme B: Coastal Environments. 
Theme C: Our changing weather and climate. 
Theme D: The Restless Earth.  
 
Unit 2: Living in Our World (40%) 
Theme A: Population and Migration. 
Theme B: Changing Urban Areas. 
Theme C: World Development. 
Theme D: Managing our Environment.  
 
Unit 3: Field Work Exam (20%) – This unit is assessed in a 1 hour written exam worth 20% 
of the overall qualification. 
 
Three External Exams: 1 hour 30 minutes each- Unit 1 at end of Year 11 & Unit 2 at end 
of Year 12. Unit 3: a 1-hour exam at end of Year 11. 
Exam Paper Structure: There will be 4 multi –part questions on each unit. Each question 
will focus on each theme. The questions will have resource material, and some parts will 
require case study material. 
UNIT 3 Field Work (20%): You will collect geographical primary data collection on the River 
Curly Burn, Co. Derry. Students will travel to Magilligan field centre in Co. Derry.  The 
students create and submit a word-processed fieldwork statement and table of data which is 
used in Unit 3 exam. 
 

Career Opportunities: 
Town/Environmental Planning Air Traffic Control      
Geographical Information Systems  Estate Agent    
Transport Manager    Civil Engineer 
Coastal Engineering     Environmentalist         
Planner    Architect    
Travel Agent Pilot 
Meteorology       Hydrologist        
Archaeologist     Teacher   
Social Worker     Landscaper   
Financial Advisor   Surveyor 
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GOVERNMENT & POLITICS 

 
 

General Description: 
 
Few subjects are as relevant to our daily lives as Government and Politics. This is a new and 
exciting course which grants students an opportunity to study important political concepts 
such as power, authority, and accountability, think critically about the political systems in 
which they live, consider how they might contribute to and participate in these, form their own 
beliefs about political issues and events and develop an understanding of national and 
international politics also.  This is an engaging and highly enjoyable specification that 
promotes the development of skills that provide a basis for progression not only to GCE level 
but also directly into employment, higher education, or vocational training.  
 

Course Content: 
 

Unit 1 – Democracy in Action. (50%) This will be examined at the end of Year 11 and 
focuses on political ideas and concepts, decision making in a democracy, elections and 
voting systems, political parties and how individuals can take action and contribute to society.  

External Written Examination:  1 hour 30 minutes 

Unit 2 – International Politics in Action (50%) This will be examined at the end of Year 12 
and focuses on why countries are interdependent, factors that cause conflict between 
nations, the role of NATO and the UN, Northern Ireland as an example of conflict resolution 
in practice and global action on poverty and migration.   

External Written Examination: 1 hour 30 minutes 

 

Career Opportunities: 
 
Government & Politics 
Journalism 
Education 
Legal professions 
Public Relations 
Civil Service 
Business 
Management  
Advertising  
Media 
Tourism 
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HISTORY 
 
 

General Description: 
 
History is more than simply memorising dates and the deeds of famous figures. It is a 
chronicle of human behaviour and real-life drama. History examines the motivations of key 
figures and investigates how and why our lives are fashioned the way they are today. 
Students will learn to organise and communicate their historical knowledge and 
understanding in diverse ways, argue a case and reach substantiated conclusions. This 
specification allows students to develop skills that are transferable and highly valued by 
employers.  
 
 

Course Content: 
 

Unit 1 – Study in Depth. (60%) This will be examined at the end of Year 11 and focuses on 
Life in Nazi Germany 1933-1945 (The rise of the Nazis, life in Nazi Germany for Jews, 
women, workers and youth, events leading to the outbreak of WWII, Germany at war etc.) 
and Northern Ireland and its Neighbours 1965-1998 (Civil Rights Movement, the Troubles, 
Internment, Bloody Sunday, Hunger Strikes, Anglo – Irish Agreement, Downing Street 
Declaration, Good Friday Agreement etc.).  

External Written Examination:  1 hour 45 minutes 

Unit 2 - Outline Study. (40%) This will be examined at the end of Year 12 and focuses on 
International Relations 1945-2003. (Iron Curtain, Korean War, Vietnam War, Cuban Missile 
Crisis, Berlin Wall, the end of the Cold War, new tensions, Afghanistan, the rise of the 
Taliban, A-Qaeda, September 11th USA attack etc.)  

External Written Examination: 1 hour 15 minutes 

 

Career Opportunities: 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Business 
Journalism  
Law 
Education  
Politics 
Advertising  
Media 

Tourism 
Management 
Public Relations 
Heritage 
Civil Service 
Government 
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HOME ECONOMICS: FOOD & NUTRITION 

In St Patrick’s Grammar School, we are offering two choices on how to continue study Home 
Economics related subjects:  

•  GCSE – Food and Nutrition (CCEA) 
•  GCSE – Occupational Studies – Design and Creativity (CCEA) (See Occupational 

Studies section for information) 

Home Economics: GCSE Food and Nutrition (CCEA):  

The new GCSE level Home Economics: Food and Nutrition (first teaching Sept 2017) involves 
students in the study of nutrition, food choice, diet, and health related issues. It encourages 
knowledge, understanding, application of current nutritional advice, the nutritional needs of family 
members throughout the life cycle and diet related conditions. GCSE Food and Nutrition provides 
opportunities to develop confidence in demonstrating high level practical skills and applying them 
to real-life contexts. This is taught with a combination of theory and practical classes. This course 
is a great subject to combine with DA Science (Biology), PE, Business Studies and 
Geography. 

Course Content 

• Food provenance, processing and 
production 

• Nutrients and understanding what is in 
food and what is required for good 
health 

• Nutritional and dietary needs throughout 
the life cycle 

• Current nutritional advice 
• Priority health issues / dietary related 

conditions 
• Food safety issues 

• Being an effective consumer when shopping 
for food 

• Factors affecting food choice 
• Retailing / shopping options 
• Marketing strategies, food labelling, quality 

assurance 
• Resource management – budgeting / food 

waste, methods of payment 
• Students develop practical skills in food 

preparation, cooking and presentation skills.  

 
Breakdown of Assessment:  
Units Taught  Method of Assessment  

Unit 1: Food and Nutrition  One exam paper in Year 12. Worth 50% of entire marks.  

Unit 2: Practical Food and Nutrition  50% coursework task 
Controlled assessment worth 50% of final grade 

 

Controlled Assessment: Students complete one task based on a title released at the start of Year 12 
which involves research, choice and justification, planning, practical activity (i.e. their GCSE practical exam) 
and an evaluation. 

Careers:  

• Food Science 
• Product development 
• Health promotion 
• Medical fields  
• Environmental Health 

• Teaching 
• Dietetics 
• Nutritionist            
• Environmental Health 

officer 
 

• Social work 
• Marketing including 

advertising. 
• Catering and Hospitality 

management 
• Food photography 

 

It is an excellent foundation for pupils wishing to study GCE “A” Level Nutrition and Food Science 
or Applied “A” Level Health and Social Care.   
 



 
22 
 

 

ICT (OCN) 

 
General Description: OCN NI Level 2 Certificate in Information Technology 
Applications 
 
Today’s work environment depends increasingly on a range of technologies. The OCN 
NI Level 2 Award and Certificate in Information Technology Applications are designed 
to provide learners with the IT skills required to function successfully in the work and 
wider environment. 
 
IT skills are now required by almost everyone at work and to survive in society. This 
qualification is targeted at learners who wish to acquire a good standard of IT skills and 
gain an accredited qualification. 
 
 

Course Content: 
 
The OCN NI Level 2 Certificate in Information Technology Applications has been 
approved by the Department of Education and added to the NIEFQAN file. This 
qualification has been awarded points which equates to a Grade B at GCSE. 
 
Learners will undertake 4 coursework units and submit a portfolio of work as evidence. 
 
Desktop publishing: 
This unit will enable the learner to understand how to use desktop software. 
 
Email skills: 
This unit will enable the learner to understand how to use email effectively. 
 
Spreadsheet software: 
This unit will enable the learner to understand how to use spreadsheet software. 
 
Word Processing software: 
This unit will enable the learner to understand how to use word processing software. 
 

Career Opportunities: 
 

• Information Technologist   

• Computer Operator           

• Spreadsheet Operator    

• Website Developer 
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IRISH 
 

General Description: 
 

The study of GCSE Irish helps students to develop an understanding of Irish in a variety of 
contexts and to develop the ability to communicate effectively in Irish and develop an 
awareness of Irish speaking communities. 
 

Course Content: 
 

 Unit 1 - Listening – External Written Exam, 25% weighting. 
Approximately 35 minutes at Foundation Tier 
Approximately 45 minutes at Higher Tier 
Students answer twelve questions, in English and Irish 

 
 Unit 2 - Speaking – Teacher-conducted speaking examination; 25% weighting. 
 
7–12 minutes (plus 10 minutes of preparation time) 
Students complete two role-plays and a general conversation on two topics in Irish. 

 
Unit 3 - Reading – External Written Exam, 25% weighting. 
50 minutes at Foundation Tier 
1 hour at Higher Tier 
Students answer a variety of questions in English and in Irish, as well as translating short 
sentences from Irish into English. 

 
Unit 4 - Writing – External Written Exam, 25% weighting. 
1 hour at Foundation Tier 
1 hour 15 minutes at Higher Tier 
Students answer four questions including listing (at Foundation Tier), short phrase/sentence 
responses, translating short sentences, and one extended writing task (from a choice of 
three) in Irish. 

 

 

 

Career Opportunities:     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

International Lawyer  
Recruitment and HR  
Account Manager 
Online Marketing Executive 
TV Presenter / Commentator 
Radio Presenter  
Media Producer  
Foreign Correspondent  
Sports Coach / Manager 
Development Worker (NGOs) 

Politician 
Local Government 
Cross Border Work 
Irish Language Development Officer  
Export Marketing Advisor 
  
 

Community Outreach Worker 
Journalist 
Sports Journalist  
Tourist Advisor 
Interpreter 
Translator 
Researcher 
Software Translator  
Customer Service Agent 
Volunteer 
Banking & Finance  
Hospitality  

Sales Engineer 
Teaching 
Business  
 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Celtic-knot-insquare-green-transparentbg.svg
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LEARNING FOR LIFE AND WORK (LLW) 
 
 
 

General Description: 
 

The aim of the course is to give the students a set of tools and skills to help them build a 
foundation in their journey of lifelong learning.  It aims to develop students as individuals and 
contributors to society, the economy, and the environment and to explore the challenges and 
opportunities that personal, social, cultural and economic issues pose in society today.  To 
facilitate this there are three main areas of study 
 

Local and Global Citizenship: students develop knowledge, understanding and the 
ability to make informed decisions on local and global issues: Diversity and inclusion 
in society, Equality and human rights, Democracy and Democratic justice. 
 
Personal Development: students will assess and learn how to manage challenges 
they may face throughout life: health and wellbeing, Relationships and sexuality, 
Responsible parenting and Personal safety and wellbeing. 

 
Employability: gives the students the opportunities to develop the personal qualities, 
skills and understanding that will give them a foundation for a rapidly changing 
economic environment: making informed financial decisions, Globalisation, Preparing 
for employment, Rights and responsibilities of employers and employees and 
Personal career management. 

 

Assessment: 
 

Students complete ONE task from a choice of THREE.  The task is an investigation on a 
topic in one of the three areas of study (40%) – internally assessed. 
 
Three 45-minute exams comprising a combination of short questions and extended writing 
questions, each of which can be sat, at the end of Year 11/12 covering the three areas of 
study (20% each) – Externally assessed. 
 

Career Opportunities: 
 

Having studied LLW at GCSE students have a good foundation to study History, Politics, 
Business Studies Journalism Hospitality and Travel and Tourism at A Level. 
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MATHEMATICS 
 

 
 
 

General Description: 
 

The study of Mathematics aims to develop the key skills of Communication, Application of 
Number and Information and Communication Technology. It should also consolidate 
students’ understanding of Mathematics and they should become confident in their use of 
Mathematics as well as extending their use of mathematical vocabulary and definitions. 
 

Course Content: 
We study the CCEA GCSE Mathematics specification, which gives students opportunities 
to: 
 
• develop their knowledge, skills and understanding of mathematical methods and 

concepts. 

• acquire and use problem-solving strategies. 

• select and apply mathematical techniques and methods in mathematical, every day and 
real-world situations. 

• reason mathematically, make deductions and inferences, and draw conclusions; and 

• interpret and communicate mathematical information in a variety of forms. 
 
It also gives students a sound basis for progression, including progression to further study 
of mathematics at AS/A2 level or to the world of work.  
 
This is assessed by 100% examination. The examination consists of two modules: 
Year 11(June):  Students sit M2 or M3 or M4 (45% of the course) 
Year 12 (June):  Students sit M6 or M7 or M8 (55% of the course) 
 

Career Opportunities: 
 
Mathematics is extremely useful in numerous jobs and university courses, such as: 

• Accounting  

• Banking  

• Economics  

• Finance  

• Teaching  

• Dentistry  

• Medicine  

• Actuary  

• Civil Engineering 

• Mechanical Engineering  

• Electrical Engineering  

• Computer Science  

• Software Development 
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MOTOR VEHICLE AND ROAD USER STUDIES (MVRUS) 
 
 

General Description: 
 
The Study of MVRUS should help students to develop an interest in and appreciation of the 
motor vehicle and to develop an understanding of the legal liabilities of being a road user.  It 
will also help students develop a knowledge and understanding of the responsibilities of 
vehicle ownership. 
 
 

Course Content: 
 
Unit 1: Motor Vehicle and Road User Theory– External written examination. 50% 
weighting. 
 

• Vehicle Control and Road User Behaviour 

• Legal Requirements 

• Road Transport and its Effect on Society 

• Motoring Mathematics 

• Accident Procedures 

• Motor Vehicle Technology 
 
Unit 2: Investigative Study– Controlled Assessment, 25% weighting. Students, working in 
groups, will collect data on a moving traffic situation, e.g., speeding on the Moy Road coming 
into Armagh. Students then write the investigative study individually. 
 
 
Unit 3: Practical Moped Riding– Controlled Assessment, 25% weighting. Students carry 
out a moped riding activity to demonstrate skills of vehicle control and roadcraft.  
 
 

Career Opportunities: 
 

• Engineering 

• Mechanics 

• Education 
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MOVING IMAGE ARTS 
 

General Description: 
60% Controlled Assessment 40% online exam 
Examination Board: CCEA 
Specification: GCSE Moving Image Arts 
 
Moving Image Arts is the study of film from concept to 
final production. Students will develop critical and 
technical competence within the area of Filmmaking. 
They will use cameras, computers and software including 
Garage Band, iMovie, and Final Cut Pro X.  Students are 
encouraged to experiment with film making, production 
and editing techniques to produce their own movies.  
 

Course Content: 
CONTROLLED ASSESSMENT: 
Component 2: (year 11) Acquisition of skills in moving image production: 
Students learn key skills in the following film areas 
Camera technique, 
 sound,  
lighting,  
mise-en-scene 
editing postproduction. 
(20%)- Four tasks to be completed by the end of year 11 
Component 3: (year 12) Planning and making a moving image production. 
(40%) Moving image production; thinking planning moving and evaluating their moving 
image production 
 
Controlled assessment will take place from September in Y11-April in Y12 
 
EXAMINATIONS: 
Component 1: (year 12) Online exam, (A Critical response to moving image products) 
(40% weighting) 
 
Four Controlled Assessment tasks submitted in June of year 11. 
Online Exam in June of Year 12,  
 
HOMEWORK: 
One practical/written homework per week. Revision of notes on a weekly basis. 
Students should spend approximately two hours per week on homework depending on the 
task. 
 

Career Opportunities: 
 

There are many opportunities in this ever-growing industry, including interactive multimedia 
careers, cinematography, writing, research, production, animation, editing, sound recording as 
well as set, costume and prop design 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://cinemagogue.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/Story2_Flim.jpeg&imgrefurl=http://cinemagogue.com/cinemail/&h=3236&w=3429&tbnid=7PLn1X-i0m6n6M:&zoom=1&docid=4O9yjaPM6OnYRM&ei=H9MiVOOEHsTP7QaT8IGADA&tbm=isch&ved=0CF0QMygyMDI&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=976&page=3&start=49&ndsp=25
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MUSIC 

 

General Description: 
 

The study of GCSE Music aims to develop students’ understanding and appreciation of a 
range of different kinds of music, whilst extending their own interests and increasing their 
ability to make informed judgements about musical quality. They will acquire the knowledge, 
skills and understanding needed to communicate through music and to take part in music-
making. 
 

Course Content: 
 

Students take undertake and are assessed in three areas of study: composing, 
performing, listening and appraising. 
 
Composing and Appraising:  Controlled Assessment: (3–6 minutes) 
two compositions, one in relation to a pre-release stimulus, internally 
assessed and externally moderated, 30% weighting. 
 
Performing and Appraising: one solo & one ensemble performance lasting no 
longer than 6 minutes on any instrument or voice, externally assessed, 30% weighting 
Candidates discuss and evaluate their performance with the visiting examiner, 5% 
weighting 
 
Listening and Appraising:  one test of Aural Perception based on 4 compulsory areas of 
study (Western Classical Music, Film Music, Music Traditions of Ireland & Popular Music 
1980 – present day). Total listening time approx. 90 minutes, 35% weighting, available 
Summer only. 
 

Career Opportunities: 
 

• Music Teacher     

• Sound Engineer      

• Professional Musician      

• Composer for Film & Screen 

• Music Librarian    

• Music Journalist     

• Music Technician             

• Composer of Music Games/Media 

• Work in Recording/Broadcasting      

• Music Therapist                

• Instrument Design & Repair 

• Conductor            

• Songwriter             

• Sound Engineer                

• Musician in Armed Forces 

• Music Lawyer       

• Music Publisher     
• Music & Arts Management 
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OCCUPATIONAL STUDIES 
 

General Description: 
 

The world of work is constantly changing. Today it is uncommon for a person to have only 
one occupation throughout their working life, so it is vital that we can transfer and adapt our 
knowledge and skills throughout our careers. 
To foster these abilities, Occupational Studies allows learners to learn for work, through 
work and about work, and it provides the potential for this learning to take place in out-of-
school contexts. This hands-on approach is ideal for those who prefer to develop their skills 
in a more practical, occupational environment. 
 

Course Content: 
 

The Occupational Studies qualification will comprise two units from the same related area. 
There is no examination at the end of the course: Occupational Studies is 60% practical 
and the other 40% is evidence collected in a booklet or portfolio. There are 4 possible 
Occupational Studies:  

1. Bench Joinery/ Carpentry & Joinery (Construction) 

2. Manufacturing Techniques – Sheet Metal / Hand Fitting (Engineering) 

3. Patisserie & Baking / Contemporary Cuisine (Home Economics) 

4. Sports Leadership / Running a Leisure Event (PE) 

5. Plumbing and Tiling (Technology & Design)  
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OCCUPATIONAL STUDIES LEVEL 1&2: 

CONSTRUCTION: (Construction) 

Bench Joinery/ Carpentry & Joinery 

 (100% Controlled Assessment / Coursework) 

 
General Description:  
 
Occupational Studies Construction is a mainly practically based subject which aims to 
improve achievement through doing, which helps learners to develop the transferable skills 
needed in a changing and dynamic working environment. It also requires students to 
produce some written based folder work. It focuses on work related tasks where students 
will learn and develop competent workshop skills in regard to wood craft.  
 
Learners will develop the following skills: understand the implications of the Health and 
Safety at Work Act (HASAWA) 1974; select appropriate Personal Protective Equipment 
(PPE) for example, safety boots or goggles; demonstrate safe use of basic hand and 
machine tools; and produce high quality wooden products. 
 
 

Course Content: 
 
Year 11 Bench Joinery:  
Students will be required to make a project from wood using skills they will develop in the 
workshop. The project will be agreed upon and sent by the school, and it is usually a home-
based project, like a table or a storage cabinet. Students will also be required to complete 
a diary themed portfolio which will also contribute to their overall grade. 
 
Year 12 Carpentry & Joinery: 
Year 12 Construction will mainly reflect the Year 11 aspect of the course with the main 
difference being the craft project will be set by CCEA. The Carpentry & Joinery project 
therefore is more detailed than Year 11, with student’s woodwork skills being refined to a 
level that can prepare them for possible further education at a FE college after Year 12.  
 

Career Opportunities: 

• Builders' Merchant 

• Building Control Officer 

• Building Services Engineer 

• Carpenter/Joiner 

• Ceiling Fixer 

• Civil Engineer 

• Technician 

 

• Kitchen Fitter 

• Painter and Decorator 

• Plasterer 

• Plumber 

• Quantity Surveyor 

• Roofer 

• Scaffolder 
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OCCUPATIONAL STUDIES LEVEL 1 & 2: 

ENGINEERING  

Manufacturing Techniques: Sheet Metal/ Hand Fitting 

(100% Controlled Assessment / Coursework) 
 

Course Outline:    

Unit 43 – Sheet Metal   &    Unit 42 – Tool Rack, Marking 
Gauge and Pin Vice  

The course allows the learners to achieve an award at NQF Level 
2 (equivalent to a GCSE at A*–C) or Level 1 (the same level as a 
GCSE at D–G), or a CCEA First Skills Certificate, depending on 
their performance in the assessment. Students will focus on two 
units chosen from the occupational area ‘Sheet Metal’ and 
‘Manufacturing Techniques: Hand Fitting.’  

• In Year 11, the students will produce a portfolio in Sheet Metal along with a practical 

task where they will make a Toolbox. They will complete various tasks to meet the 

specification for this area which they will add to their portfolio. At the end of the year 

their portfolio will be assessed by the teacher in charge and will be externally 

moderated by CCEA. By the end of Year 11 the students will have completed 50% of 

their GCSE. 

• In Year 12, the students will go through the same process but in this Year, they will 

produce a Tool Rack, Marking Gauge and Pin Vice, as specified by CCEA. The 

second unit holds the same value as the first so by the end of Year 12 the students 

will have completed a full GCSE in Occupational Studies. 

Controlled Assessment or Coursework: 
The course involves the students completing a portfolio of evidence to meet the requirements 
of the occupational area chosen. The following are 3 areas in which the boys will have to 
produce evidence generated by the completion of work-related tasks.  

• (AO1) Knowledge & Understanding       = 20% 

• (AO2) Planning and Communication through portfolio & practical task  = 60% 

• (AO3) Evaluation         = 20% 
The portfolio is a continuous piece of assessment that the students complete throughout the 
year. It is essential that attendance is high as 140 learning hours is the requirement for the 
completion of each unit. 

Examinations: 

There is no written examination for this subject. Students are assessed based on the 

evidence provided in their portfolios. Portfolios are assessed in May of Year 11 and May of 

Year 12. 

Homework: 
Homework will be set at least once every two weeks and comprise of different written 
activities: 

• Completing their weekly diary of activity (Sheet Metal & Hand Fitting)) 

• Researching careers in this occupational area (Sheet Metal & Manufacturing 
Techniques for Hand Fitting)  

• Recall and Knowledge questions (Sheet Metal) 

• Demonstrate an understanding of key processes e.g., Centre Lathe, Milling Machine, 
Press Forming, Riveting and Finishing Techniques.  

• Learning the different aspects of Health and Safety aspects related to the workshop 

environment. 



 
32 
 

 

OCCUPATIONAL STUDIES LEVEL 1&2: 

DESIGN & CREATIVITY (Home Economics) 

Patisserie & Baking/ Contemporary Cuisine 

(100% Controlled Assessment / Coursework) 
 

General Description:  
This qualification has been designed to provide a more vocational hands-on approach to 
learning.  The course is divided into 2 units with continuous assessment.  There is no exam 
with this qualification.  Pupils can achieve a Leve1 or Level 2. These are considered an 
equivalent qualification to GCSE by employers and schools and colleges for entry into post 
16. 

• This practical course provides learners with some of the basic baking and culinary 

skills required by cooks/chefs in the catering industry. Learners will apply legislative 

requirements when handling food and learn how to work safely and hygienically in 

the catering kitchen.   

• Learners will develop knowledge and skills in the preparation and cooking of a 

range of starters, mains, and desserts. They will develop creative skills in the 

finishing and presentation of products for service.   

• This course also offers an opportunity to understand the scope of the catering 

industry including career opportunities.  

Course Content:  
 

Unit 1 Patisserie and Baking (Year 11) Unit 2 Contemporary Cuisine (Year 12) 
1. Prepare and cooking breads and 

scones.  
2. Prepare, cook, and finish cakes and 

biscuits.  
3. Prepare and cook hot and pastry 

products.  
4. Study of Health and Safety in Catering  

1. Prepare and cook a range of starters.  
2. Prepare and cook a range of main 

dishes. 
3. Prepare and cook a range of desserts.  
4. Study of Health and Safety, Careers, 

and environmental issues in Catering.  

 Learners must complete both units to achieve a Level 2. This is accredited by the National 
Qualifications Framework.  

  
Portfolio based- Students will be cooking most of the year and complete a booklet 
for each unit. 

1. Knowledge and understanding 20%  
2. Practical Assessments 60%  
3. Evaluation 20%  

 

Career Opportunities: 
Pastry Chef                                                Restaurant Manager 
Baker                                                         HACCP Manager 
Cake Decorator                                         Food Quality Assurance 
Butcher 
Catering Assistant 
Food technologist 
Food scientist 
Food Marketing 
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OCCUPATIONAL STUDIES LEVEL 1 & 2: 

ENVIRONMENT & SOCIETY (PE) 

Sports Leadership/ Running a Leisure event 

(100% Controlled Assessment / Coursework) 
 

General Description: 
 

The course allows the learners to achieve an award at NQF Level 2 (equivalent to a GCSE 
at A*–C) or Level 1 (the same level as a GCSE at D–G), or a CCEA First Skills Certificate, 
depending on their performance in the assessment. Students will focus on two units chosen 
from the occupational area ‘Environment and Society’.  
 

In Year 11, the students will produce a portfolio in Sports leadership. They will complete 
various tasks to meet the specification for this area which they will add to their portfolio. At 
the end of the year their portfolio will be assessed by the teacher in charge and will be 
externally moderated by CCEA. By the end of Year 11 the students will have completed 50% 
of their GCSE.  
 
In Year 12, the students will go through the same process, but they will complete a portfolio 
on Running a Leisure Event. The second unit holds the same value as the first so by the 
end of Year 12 the students will have completed a full GCSE in Occupational Studies. 
 

Course Content: 
 

Unit 1: Sports Leadership (Year 11) 
The students will complete a portfolio as a means of providing evidence that they have 
covered the course specification. The portfolio will be internally assessed and externally 
moderate. This unit has 50% weighing for their overall GCSE. The boys must carry out a 
coaching session on a particular sport which will be assessed on the following three areas: 

• (AO1) Health and Safety, Environment and Related Careers 

• (AO2) Planning and Communication 

• (AO3) Evaluation 
 
Unit 2: Running a Leisure Event (Year 12) 
The students will complete a portfolio as a means of providing evidence which will be 
internally assessed and externally moderate. This unit has 50% weighing for their overall 
GCSE. The boys must run a Leisure Event which will be assessed on the following three 
areas: 

• (AO1) Planning the event 

• (AO2) Running the event 

• (AO3) Evaluation 
 

Career Opportunities: 

 
Physical Education Teacher, Fitness Instructor, Leisure Attendant, Personal Trainer, Sports 
Therapist, Outdoor Pursuits Instructor.  
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OCCUPATIONAL STUDIES LEVEL 1 & 2: 

PLUMBING & TILING 
(Taught within the Technology and Design Department) 

(100% Controlled Assessment) 

 

 

 
General Description: 
 
Occupational Studies is a mainly practically based subject which aims to improve achievement 
through doing, which helps learners to develop the transferable skills needed in a changing 
and dynamic working environment. It also requires students to produce some written based 
folder work. It focuses on work-related tasks where students will learn and develop competent 
practical skills in ‘Plumbing’ and ‘Tiling’.   
 
The course allows the learners to achieve an award at NQF Level 2 (equivalent to a GCSE at 
A*–C) or Level 1 (the same level as a GCSE at D–G), or a CCEA First Skills Certificate, 
depending on their performance in the assessment. 
 

Controlled Assessment: 
 
The course involves the students completing a portfolio of evidence. 
There are three areas in which the students will have to produce evidence generated by the 
completion of work-related tasks.  
 
These areas include: 

• (AO1) Knowledge & Understanding       = 20% 

• (AO2) Planning and Communication through portfolio & practical task  = 60% 

• (AO3) Evaluation         = 20% 
 
The portfolio is a continuous piece of assessment that the students complete throughout the 
year. It is essential that attendance is high as 140 learning hours is the requirement for the 
completion of each unit. 
 

• In Year 11, the students will produce a portfolio in Plumbing. The students will be 

assessed on the use of appropriate plumbing hand tools to cut and bend copper 

pipework and jointing methods for copper and mild steel pipe and much more. Along 

with their portfolio work on Environmental Factors, Health and Safety and their 

Evaluations.  

 

• In Year 12, the students will produce a portfolio in Tiling. The students will go through 

the same process regarding portfolio work. However, this year they will have the 

opportunity to use tools and equipment to tile a wall and floor area in which they will be 

assessed on. 

Both units hold the same value, so by the end of Year 12 the students will have completed a 
full GCSE in Occupational Studies. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

General Description: 
This GCSE Physical Education specification is broad, coherent, and practical, designed to 
encourage learners to be inspired, motivated and challenged by the subject and enable them 
to make informed decisions about further learning opportunities and career pathways. 
Through studying GCSE Physical Education learners will acquire the knowledge, 
understanding, skills and values to develop and maintain their performance in physical 
activities and understand the benefits to health, fitness, and well-being. 
Learners will develop theoretical knowledge and understanding of the factors that underpin 
physical activity and sport and use this knowledge to improve performance. 
 

Course Content: 
 

The course is divided into three components. The content of each component 
and the respective learning outcomes appear below. 
 

3.1 Component 1: Factors Underpinning Health and Performance year 11 
This component is organised into the following three sections: 
3.1.1 The Body at Work. 
3.1.2 Health and Lifestyle Decisions; and 
3.1.3 The Active Leisure Industry. 
 
This component is worth 25 percent of the total marks and is assessed in a 
1 hour 15-minute written examination that includes short response questions and questions 
which require extended writing in the summer of Year 12. 
 

3.2 Component 2: Developing Performance (year 12) 
This component is organised into the following two sections: 
3.2.1 Developing Physical Fitness for Performance; and 
3.2.2 Developing Skilled Performance. 
 
This component is worth 25 percent of the total marks and is assessed in a 
1 hour 15-minute written examination that includes short response questions and questions 
which require extended writing in the summer of Year 12. 

 
Component 3: Individual Performances in Physical Activities and Sports 
This component is worth 50 percent of the total marks. Teachers assess students’ 
performances, and we moderate the assessment over the 2 years on the course. 
 
In this component, students are provided with many opportunities to work 
individually and with others to learn and master skills and to develop desirable personal 
qualities, attitudes, and behaviours.  
 
They participate, compete, and develop performance in 3 physical activities and/or 
sports. (Component 3A) 
 
In component 3B, students apply and consolidate what they learn in Components 1 and 2 
discussing their sporting performance in a 10/15min oral presentation.  
 

Career Opportunities: 
Teaching, Physiotherapy, Sports Psychology, Nutrition, Leisure Management, & Coaching 
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PREPARATION FOR ADULT LIFE (PAL) 
 

General Description: 
 

Through this Preparation for Adult Life qualifications, pupils can develop skills while exploring 
a wide range of areas relevant to them both now and in the future: from cultural diversity and 
social justice to preparing interviews and improving overall health and wellbeing.  
 
PAL enables students to: 

• Develop as individuals and contributors to the economy, society, and environment by 

providing opportunities to explore topics such as describing the potential benefits of 

products and services. 

• Develop personal skills in areas such as:  

− Personal Development: self-awareness, personal health, and relationships. 

− Citizenship: diversity and inclusion, human rights and social responsibility, 

and equality and social justice. 

− Employability: work in the local and global economy, and career 

management.  

• Develop an understanding of spiritual, moral, ethical, social, legislative (including 

equality and disability discrimination), economic and cultural issues. 

• Develop understanding of diversity. 

• Learn about sustainable development, health and safety considerations, and 

European Developments. 

• Develop skills that will enhance employability by providing opportunities to develop 

ideas for a new product or service. 

• Develop skills in effective use of technology. 

Course Content: 
 

CONTENT ASSESSMENT 

Citizenship Unit1: Diversity & Social Inclusion  
Portfolio of Evidence Unit 2: Democracy & Democratic Participation 

Unit 3: Human Rights & Social Responsibility 

Unit 4: Equality & Social Justice 

Employability Unit 5: Preparation for Work  
Portfolio of Evidence Unit 6: Business in the Community 

Unit 7: Effective Work Practice 

Unit 8: Globalisation & the Labour Market 

Personal & 
Social 
Development 

Unit 9: Self-Development  
Portfolio of Evidence Unit 10: Roles & Responsibilities 

Unit 11: Healthy Relationships 

Unit 12: Maintaining Personal Health & Wellbeing 

Unit 13: Effective Financial Management 
 

Career Opportunities: 
 
This qualification quantifies and formalises student preparedness to progress into further 
education, for study at level 3, for vocational training and apprenticeships, and for 
employment and life.  
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

 (There are two approaches to Religious Studies in Years 11 & 12) 
 

General Description: 
 

1. GCSE Religious Studies: Modular Approach 
Examination Board: CCEA 

 

Course Content: 
 
 

Paper 1 

Unit 5: Year 11 
Christianity through a study 
of Mark’s Gospel. 
An in-depth study of Mark’s 
Gospel, including the Miracles 
of Jesus and the Death and 
Resurrection of Jesus and 
how we can apply these 
teachings to our lives today.  

Worth 50% 
of overall 

GCSE mark. 

• Exam in Summer Term 

• One paper: 1 hour and 30 

minutes 

• No coursework 

Paper 2  

Unit 6: Year 12 
An Introduction to Christian 
Ethics. 
A study of contemporary 
moral issues which affect our 
lives today such as matters of 
life and death and 
developments in bioethics.  

Worth 50% 
of overall 

GCSE mark. 

• Exam in Summer Term 

• One paper: 1 hour and 30 

minutes 

• No coursework 

 
 

 

Homework:  
 
GCSE students are advised to regularly review the work they did in class, to complete past 
paper questions and to learn any set texts. Students are provided with all they need to excel 
in this subject: class notes, copies of the set texts and past paper questions. 
 
By undertaking this subject, you will be well prepared to study Religious Studies at A’ Level. 
This can lead to a variety of careers including teaching, medicine, public service, journalism 
and sales and marketing companies. 
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

 (There are two approaches to Religious Studies in Years 11 & 12) 
       

General Description: 
 

1. Level 2 Certificate in Religious Studies  

  Examination Board: OCN NI 
 

The OCN NI Level 2 Award and Certificate in Religious Studies are designed for learners 

who wish to develop knowledge and understanding in Religious Studies, in order to make 

sense of religious choices people make in today’s society. It is intended that students will 

develop empathy, respect and awareness of other religious beliefs and cultural diversity.  

By continuous assessment through building a portfolio, learners will be more motivated and 

engaged to successfully complete the qualification.  

The OCN NI Level 2 Award in Religious Studies qualification enables progression to the 
Level 2 Certificate and from the Level 2 Certificate learners can progress to further Religious 
Study qualifications and/or further learning in this area or into employment. 

Course Content: 
Entitlement Framework  
The OCN NI Level 2 Certificate in Religious Studies has been approved by the Department 
of Education. This qualification has been awarded points which equates to a Grade B at 
GCSE. 
 

Years 11 and 12 

Area of Study Assessment 

Students must complete one project in each 
of the following areas: 

• Addiction 

• Charity and Religious Charities 

• Exploring personal identity and faith 

• Exploring religious tradition within own 

community 

• Life and death issues 

• Life of a famous person with faith 

• Marriage and divorce 

• Prejudice and reconciliation. 

• World faith 

 

The Award is assessed through 

the students own personal 

portfolio.  

 

Participating students will 

complete seven projects. (One for 

each area of study) 

 

These are external assessed at 

the end of Year 12. 

 

Homework:  
OCN students are advised to regularly review the work they did in class and to update their 
portfolio. Students are provided with all they need to excel in this subject including class 
notes and copies of the set texts. 
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SCIENCE (DOUBLE AWARD) 

 

General Description: 
Students studying Double Award Science acquire a systematic body of scientific 
knowledge and an understanding of scientific ideas. They will also plan and carry out a 
range of investigations and evaluate them. Double Award science will prepare students to 
study Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Environmental Technology, and Health & Social Care at 
A level. 

Course Content: 
The specification includes 7 units: 

YEAR 11 UNITS 1-3 
EACH UNIT CONTRIBUTES 11% TO THE FINAL D/A GRADE 

EACH UNIT IS ASSESSED BY A WRITTEN EXAMINATION (1 HOUR) 

IN NOVEMBER, FEBRUARY & MAY OF YEAR 11. 

Biology Unit 1 (B1): Living Processes and Biodiversity. 
Chemistry Unit 1 (C1): Structures, Trends, Chemical Reactions, Quantitative Chemistry and 

Analysis. 
Physics Unit 1 (P1): Motion, Force, Moments, Energy, Density, Kinetic Theory 

radioactivity, Nuclear Fission and Fusion.  
 

YEAR 12 UNITS 4-6: 
EACH UNIT CONTRIBUTES 14% TO THE FINAL D/A GRADES 

EACH UNIT IS ASSESSED BY A WRITTEN EXAMINATION (75 MIN.) 
 IN MAY OF YEAR 12. 

Biology Unit 2 (B2): Body Systems, Genetics, Microorganisms and Health 
Chemistry Unit 2 (C2): Further Chemical Reactions and Organic Chemistry 
Physics Unit 2 (P2): Waves, Light, Electricity, Magnetism, Electromagnetism and Space 

Physics 
(In year 12, students will receive 10 teaching periods of science per week) 

 

YEAR 12 UNIT 7:  
Practical Skills (25% of final grade) 

Booklet A: (7.5%) Externally marked Students carry out 3 Pre-released Practical tasks 
(Biology, Chemistry & Physics) in the final year of study, between 1 Jan.-1 May. 
Booklet B: (17.5%) External written examination (1 hour 30 min.). Students answer 
compulsory structured questions set in a practical context for Biology, Chemistry & Physics. 
 

There are two tiers of entry for every exam: Foundation and Higher Tier. 
Students may receive two different grades in their D/A Science, such as A*A, AB or BC.  
 

Career Opportunities:  
Double Award science is a prerequisite for many careers such as Primary School teacher, 
engineer. There are many other lucrative and interesting careers in science: 
 

Agricultural Scientist               Food Technologist                Science Teacher    
Dietician       Dentist         Laboratory Technician                      
Medical Doctor                     Nurse            Veterinary Surgeon       
Speech Therapist                         Physiotherapist                      Astronomer 
Radiographer                            Chemist     Biomedical Scientist                           
Landscape Gardener                   Astrochemist Occupational Therapist 
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SCIENCE (SINGLE AWARD) 
 

General Description: 
 
This course offers students a broad, practical course of study, encouraging them to 
develop their curiosity about the world. It provides insight into and experience of how 
science works, and enables students to engage with science and to make informed 
decisions both about science and related subjects in their careers. 
 

Course Content: 
 
Single Award Science provides opportunities to build on the skills and capabilities 
developed through the delivery of the Key Stage 3 curriculum. It is delivered over two 
years in four equal units. 
 
Unit 1: Biology- Staying Alive; Human activity and health. 
 
Unit 2: Chemistry- Chemical patterns and our environment; materials and their 
management. 
 
Unit 3: Physics- Electricity, waves, and communication; fossil fuels, road transport and 
safety, radioactivity and Earth in Space. 
 
Unit 4: Practical Skills 
Booklet A (7.5%) 
Practical skills assessment. Students carry out two pre-release practical tasks (from two of 
Biology, Chemistry and Physics) in the final year of study. (Between 1 January and 1 May) 
Booklet B (17.5%) 
External written examination. Students answer compulsory structured questions all set in a 
practical context for Biology, Chemistry and Physics. 
 

Please note that Single Award Science is taught at Foundation Tier, so the highest 
grade achievable is C*. 

 

Career Opportunities: 
 

Useful for those wishing to have a basic knowledge of science as a foundation for further 
training as electrician, plumber, for careers in general areas of agriculture; horticulture; 
gardening. 
 
Single Award Science is accepted as an entry subject to most courses in CAFRE and 
Southern Regional College, but you are advised to check the prospectus for each course 
carefully.  
 
(Please note that Single Award Science is NOT a suitable GCSE for progression to AS 
level Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Environmental Technology or Health & Social 
Care). 
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SCIENCE - OCN 
 

General Description: 
 

The OCN NI Level 2 Certificate in Applied Science qualifications will provide learners with 
the opportunity to develop their knowledge, skills and understanding in a range of key 
concepts within Biology, Chemistry and Physics and builds upon the Key Stage 3 science 
curriculum. These qualifications were developed in conjunction with post-primary schools 
and offer an applied approach to science for learners interested in applied science but who 
may find exams difficult in this area. They are intended to give learners the knowledge, 
understanding and skills that will enable them to progress to further learning or training in a 
science related area. 
 
Entry to the OCN Science class is usually on the advice of the class teacher. 
 
They will allow learners to further develop the following skills: 
 

Cross-Curricular Skills: Thinking Skills & Personal Capabilities: 

Communication Self-management 

Using Mathematics Working with others 

Using ICT Problem Solving 
 

 

Course Content: 
 
OCN NI Level 2 Certificate in Applied Science 
Learners must successfully complete all 3 mandatory units to achieve the qualification. 
 
Unit 1: Biology - Life Processes and Living Things 
Unit 2: Chemistry - Materials and their chemical properties 
Unit 3: Physics - Physical Processes 
 
Assessment is Internally set, internally marked, externally moderated. A portfolio 
of documents containing work undertaken by the candidate, which will show the 
learner’s progression through the course. 
 
(Please note that OCN Science is not suitable for progression to AS level Biology, 
Chemistry, Physics, Environmental Technology or Health & Social Care). 
 

Career Opportunities: 
 

Useful for those wishing to have a basic knowledge of science as a foundation for 
further training as electrician, plumber, for careers in general areas of agriculture, 
horticulture, gardening. 
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TECHNOLOGY AND DESIGN 
General Description: 
Technology and Design provides students with a core of knowledge in the following key 
areas: 

• Core Technical Principles 
• Specialist Technical Principles 
• Designing And Making Principles 

 
Studying Technology and Design can lead to a wide range of career choices, courses at 
university and further education. Most of all, it provides students with the skills required by 
employers, as well as those, that prepare you for life in a rapidly changing world. 

Course Content:                                                                                   Exam Board: AQA 
 
This is a linear qualification. Students will sit their exam and submit all their coursework at 
the end of the course in Year 12. 
 

• Written Exam Paper: 2 hours (50% of GCSE)  
All course content will be taught during Year 11 and revisited during Year 12. 
 

• Coursework (NEA): 30-35 hours approx. (50% of GCSE) 
This will be completed during Year 12. 
 

Students should have achieved a strong record of achievement during Key stage 3 and 
should be mathematically able. The course also draws on Literacy, Numeracy and Graphic 
skills. 

Students will study a range of areas for their written exam including, new and emerging 
technologies, developments in new materials, systems approach to designing, mechanical 
devices and materials and their working properties.  

Coursework (NEA) 
This is a substantial design and make task. Where students will be assessed on a range of 
criteria. These include: 

o Identifying and investigating design possibilities 
o Producing a design brief and specification 
o Generating design ideas 
o Developing design ideas 
o Realising design ideas 
o Analysing & evaluating 

Students will produce a prototype and a portfolio of evidence to be assessed.  

Career Opportunities: 
Architecture 
Product Design / Furniture Design 
Electronic And Electrical Engineering 
Structural Engineering 

Biomedical Engineering 
Teaching  

Mechanical Engineering  
Web Design 
Material Scientist  

Graphic Design 

Set/Special Effects Design 

Systems Developer/Programming 
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TRAVEL AND TOURISM (BTEC LEVEL 2 FIRST AWARD) 
 

 

General Description: 
 
BTECs are vocationally related qualifications, where learners develop knowledge and 
understanding by applying their learning and skills in a work-related context. The course 
engages learners to take responsibility for their own learning and helps them develop skills 
that are essential for the modern-day workplace. This course requires the student to be 
organised and self-motivated. This course is taught using a wide range of teaching strategies, 
including project work, group tasks, individual and group presentations. 
 

Course Content: 
Students must complete all four units as outlined below. 
EXAMINED UNIT 25%:  
Unit 1: The UK Travel and Tourism Sector (Mandatory Unit) 
In this unit you will understand the UK travel and tourism sector and its importance to the UK 
economy. You learn about the industries, and key organisations, within the travel and tourism 
sector, their roles and interrelationships and you will understand the role of consumer 
technology in the travel and tourism sector.  
 

CONTROLLED ASSESSMENT UNITS (75%): 
Unit 2: UK Travel and Tourism Destinations (Mandatory Unit) 
In this unit you will know about UK travel and tourism destinations and gateways. You will 
investigate the appeal of UK tourism destinations for different types of visitors, and you will 
plan UK holidays to meet the needs of different visitors.  
 

Unit 3: The Travel & Tourism Customer Experience (Internal Synoptic) (Mandatory Unit) 
In this unit you will look at the definitions of customer service and what the aims of customer 
service are, this may differ depending on the size and type of travel and tourism organisation. 
This unit is assessed internally by the centre and externally verified by Pearson.  
 

Optional Specialist Units (Choose One): 
Unit 4: International Travel and Tourism Destinations  
In this unit you will know the major international travel and tourism destinations and gateways. 
You will investigate the appeal of international travel and tourism destinations to different types 
of visitors, and you will be able to plan international travel to meet the needs of visitors.  
 

Unit 5: Factors Affecting Worldwide Travel and Tourism  
In this unit you will investigate how climate, and worldwide time, can affect the appeal of 
worldwide destinations and you will understand influential factors on worldwide travel and 
tourism destinations. Mandatory units Credit Level 
 

The course is split into 75% Controlled Assessment, which is assessed internally before 
external moderation and 25% through a single 1-hour exam which can be retaken once if 
necessary. 

Career Opportunities: 
 
This course prepares students for further specialised courses in Travel and Tourism. Career 
specialisms that can be derived from this course include:  
Holiday Representative, Tour Manager, Tourism Officer, Tourist Information Centre 
Manager, Travel Agency Manager, Customer Service Manager, Event Organiser, Hotel 
Manager, Outdoor Activities/Education. 
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COURSE INFORMATION FOR  

THIRD LEVEL COURSE 
 

(This information is subject to change) 
 
 

Career/Course Univ. 
Necessary GCSE 

Subjects 

Useful GCSE 

Subjects 

Necessary               

A-Level Subjects 

Useful A-Level Subjects 

& Comments 

Accounting 
(Option with 
Languages) 

QUB 
UU 

GCSE Maths 
Grade A/B 
High grades 
required 

Further Maths 
Business 
Studies 

Language 
(If applicable) 
French B 
Spanish B 

Maths is useful 
(High grades AAB). GOOD 
CAREER PROSPECTS. 

Actuarial 
Studies 

QUB 
UK Uni(s) 

English, Maths 
Very high grades 
required 

Economics Maths – grade A. Grades A*, A, A & 4th A at 
AS Level. GOOD CAREER 
PROSPECTS. 

Advertising UU 
UK Uni(s) 

English 
Maths 

Business 
Studies 

No specific subject 
requirements. 

Business Studies is useful. 
Many combinations offered. 

Aerospace 
Engineering 

QUB 
UK Uni(s) 

Maths 
English 
DA Science 

Technology Maths & a Science, 
preferably Physics. 

Further Maths & any other 
Science useful Grades A, B, 
B for QUB. 

Agriculture QUB 
CAFRE 

English, Maths, 
DA Science 

Agriculture 
and Land Use 

A Science subject. Preferably A-Level 
Chemistry or Biology. 

Animation UU 
UK Uni(s) 

English, Maths, Art Media 
Studies, ICT 

Art Computing or ICT are 
useful. 

Applied 
Mathematics 
and Physics 

QUB Maths 
English 
DA Science 

 Mathematics and 
Physics 

 

Architecture QUB 
UU 

Maths 
English 
Science 
Art 

Technology No specific subject 
requirements but Art 
is advisable. 

Art & a mathematical 
subject are advisable 
Grades A, A, B or B, B, B 

Art & Design UU 
BMC 

English 
Maths 
Art 

 Art Diploma in Fd Studies in Art 
& Design required for 
degree entrance 

Auto 
Engineering 

UK 
Uni(s) 

English, Maths, DA 
Science 

Technology Maths 
Physics 

Any other – especially 
Sciences, Computing. 

Biochemistry QUB Maths, English, DA 
Science 

 Chemistry & one other 
Science or Maths. 

Biology is preferred as 2nd 
Science. Grades A, B, B. 

Biological 
Sciences 

QUB 
UU 

Maths, DA Science  Biology and Chemistry 
preferred 

Mathematics 
Physics Geography 

Biomedical 
Engineering / 
Biotechnology 

UU Maths 
English 
DA Science 

 Biology 
Chemistry 

 

Biomedical 
Science 

QUB 
UU 

English, Maths, DA 
Science 

 Biology 
2nd science. 

Biology 

Broadcast  
Production 

QUB English 
Maths 
 

MIA, ICT, 
Journalism & 
Media 
Studies 

No specific subject 
requirements 

MIA, Journalism, Media 
Studies would be helpful 
 

Building 
Surveying 

UU 
UK Uni(s) 

English 
Maths 

Science, 
Construction, 
Technology 

No specific subject 
requirements. 

Technology, ICT, 
Computing, Maths or 
Business Studies all useful. 
 

Business QUB 
UU 

English 
Grade B in GCSE 
Mathematics (for 
QUB) 

Business 
Studies, 
Economics 

No specific subject 
requirements. 
Business Studies 
useful. 

Lots of combinations 
available. Grades range 
from A, A, B to B, C, C.  
 

Chemical 
Engineering 

QUB Maths 
DA Science 

ICT, 
Computing, 
Geography, 
Technology 
 
 

Maths & a Science or 
Further Maths. 
 
 

Grades B, B, B 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KEY OF ABBREVIATIONS 

QUB = Queen’s University Belfast 

UU  =  University of Ulster 

BMC = Belfast Metropolitan College 

CAFRE = College of Agriculture, Food & Rural Enterprise 
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Career/Course Univ. 
Necessary GCSE 

Subjects 

Useful GCSE 

Subjects 

Necessary               

A-Level Subjects 

Useful A-Level Subjects 

& Comments 

Chemistry QUB 
UU 

Maths 
DA Science 

 Maths & one other  
Science Chemistry 
preferred. 

Grades B, B, B. 
Geography also useful. 
GOOD CAREER 
PROSPECTS. 
 

Civil 
Engineering 

QUB 
UU 

Maths 
DA Science 

Technology, 
Computing, 
Geography 

Maths & a Science 
subject (Physics 
(preferred), Biology, 
Chemistry, 
Computing, 
Design/Technology). 
 

Geography may be useful 
Grades A, B, B. GOOD 
CAREER PROSPECTS. 
 
If offering BTEC 
Distinctions must be 
achieved in all units. 

Computer 
Games 
Development 

QUB 
UU 

Maths, DA Science Computing Maths or Physics for 
QUB. 
 
 
 

Computing very useful. 

Computer 
Science 

QUB 
UU 

Maths 
DA Science 

Computing QUB ask for 
Mathematics or 
Computing or 
Software Systems 
Dev. Or 
Chemistry or Physics 
or Technology. 
 

Grades B, B, B. UU prefer 
Maths or Computing, 
Chemistry or Physics. 
Excellent CAREER 
PROSPECTS. 

Construction 
Engineering 
and 
Management 

UU English, Maths, DA 
Science 

Construction Two from Maths, 
Physics, Tech, 
Chemistry, 
Computing, Bus 
Studs, Geography, 
ICT, Construction 

Grades B, B, B. 
 
GOOD CAREER 
PROSPECTS. 
 
If offering BTEC 
Distinctions must be 
achieved in all units. 
 
 

Criminology QUB 
UU 
UK Uni(s) 
 

English 
Maths 

 No specific subject 
requirements. 
 

Grades A, B, B for QUB. 

Dentistry QUB 
UK Uni(s) 

English, Maths, DA 
Science 
High Grades 
required – 9 A* or 
A grades 
 

 Chemistry PLUS one 
of Physics, Maths or 
Biology (with Biology 
to AS Level). 

A, A, A. 
A in Chemistry plus a 4th A 
grade at AS Level. 
APTITUDE TEST 
REQUIRED. 

Dietetics UU English, Maths, DA 
Science 

Home 
Economics 

2 Science subjects. Applicants must undertake 
a video interview. 

Drama Studies QUB 
UU 

English 
Maths 

Drama No specific subject 
requirements. 

B, B, B. A-Level Drama 
useful. AUDITIONS 
REQUIRED. 
 

Economics QUB 
UU 

GCSE Maths 
Grade A/B for both 
NI universities 

Economics 
Business 
Studies 

No specific subject 
requirements. 
Maths would be very 
useful. 
 

A-Level Maths or Business 
Studies are useful. 

Education 
(Primary) 

St. Mary’s 
Stranmillis 
College 
UK Uni(s) 

English 
Maths  
Science 

Academic 
subjects 

National Curriculum 
subjects. WORK 
EXPERIENCE 
REQUIRED. 
 
If offering BTEC 
Distinctions must be 
achieved in all units. 

High grades and interview 
required.  
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Career/Course Univ. 
Necessary GCSE 

Subjects 

Useful GCSE 

Subjects 

 

Necessary               

A-Level Subjects 

Useful A-Level Subjects 

& Comments 

Education 
(Secondary) 

St. Mary’s 
Stranmillis 
College 
UK Uni(s) 

English 
Maths 
Science 

Academic 
subjects 

2 A-Levels preferred 
in 2 teaching subjects. 
 
 

Any A-Level but Maths, 
Science, ICT & Computing 
useful subjects. 
If offering BTEC 
Distinctions must be 
achieved in all units. 

Electrical/ 
Electronic 
Engineering 

QUB 
UU 

Maths 
DA Science 

Technology 
Add Maths 

Maths & a Science or 
Technology. 

Grades B, B, B for QUB. 
GOOD CAREER 
PROSPECTS. 

Energy  UU Maths 
DA Science 

Geography 
Technology 

BBB from Maths or 
Physics, Design, 
Applied Science, 
Biology, Chemistry, 
Geography or 
Engineering. 

Large demand for 
graduates. 

Engineering 
management 

UU Maths 
DA Science 

 B,B,B from Maths 
Further Maths 
Physics, Design and 
Technology, 
Chemistry, SA or DA 
Science/ App Science 
or an Engineering 
subject 

Applicants offering A Level 
Maths, Further Maths or 
Physics could receive a 
TWO grade reduction. 

English QUB 
UU 

English Journalism, 
Media or 
Drama 

English Literature. Grades A, B, B for QUB. 
Many subject combinations 
available. 

Environmental 
Health 

UU English, Maths, DA 
Science 

 Grade A in Maths or a 
Science. 

Grades A, B, B. 

Environmental 
Planning 

QUB Maths  No specific subject 
requirements. 
 
 
 

Geography may be useful 

Environmental 
Science/Studies 

UU English 
Maths 
DA Science 

Geography Preferably including a 
STEM subject. 
Two of the following: 
Geography, Biology, 
Physics, Chemistry, 
Mathematics, PE, ICT. 

Grades B, C, C. 

Event 
Management 

UU 
BMC 
UK Uni(s) 
 

English 
Maths 

Business 
Studies 

No specific subject 
requirements 

Business Studies may be 
useful. Work experience is 
helpful. 

Film Studies QUB 
UU 

English 
Maths 

English Lit, 
Media 
Studies, 
Journalism, 
Drama 
Moving Image 
Arts 

No specific subject 
requirements. 

B,B,B 
English Literature, Moving 
Image Arts, Drama or 
Media Studies would be 
helpful. 

Finance QUB 
UU 

GCSE Maths 
grade B 

Business 
Studies, 
Economics 

No specific subject 
requirements, 
however, QUB prefer 
Maths. 

Business Studies useful. 
Grades range from A, B, B 
to B, B, B. GOOD CAREER 
PROSPECTS. 

Food & 
Nutrition 

QUB 
UU 
CAFRE 

English 
Maths 
DA Science 

Home 
Economics 

Biology and Chemistry 
preferred by QUB. 
Maths or any science 
required by UU. 

Grades range from B, B, B 
(QUB) to C, C, D (CAFRE). 
GOOD CAREER 
PROSPECTS. 

Forensic 
Sciences 

UK Uni(s) English, Maths, DA 
Science 

 Chemistry & Biology. Basically, a Chemistry 
Degree. 

Forestry UK Uni(s) 
or Direct 
Entry 

English 
Maths 
DA Science 

Agriculture 
and Land Use 

2 Science subjects or 
1 Science & Maths or 
Technology. 

Limited universities offer 
this. High grades – Direct to 
Forest Service. 
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Career/Course Univ. 
Necessary GCSE 

Subjects 

Useful GCSE 

Subjects 

 

Necessary               

A-Level Subjects 

Useful A-Level Subjects 

& Comments 

French QUB 
UU 

English 
Maths 
French 

Irish or 
Spanish 

French – Grade B. 
AS French grade B 
acceptable in QUB 

Often combined with 
another subject. GOOD 
CAREER PROSPECTS. 

Geography QUB 
UU 

English 
Maths 
Geography 

Science Geography – B/C. 
 
Only Geography 
based BTECs 
accepted 

Grades B, B, B for QUB or 
B, C, C, for UU.  
 
GOOD CAREER 
PROSPECTS. 

Graphic Design BMC 
UK Uni(s) 

English 
Maths 
Art 

ICT or 
Computing 

Art. Fd Diploma in Art after 
school, then degree in UK. 
A-Level ICT or Computing 
useful. 
 

Health & Social 
Care 

UU 
UK Uni(s) 
BMC 

English  
Maths 

Science 
Home 
Economics 

No specific subject 
requirements. 

Grades B, B, C for UU. 
Work Experience helpful. 

History QUB 
UU 

English  
History 

 No specific subject 
requirements. 

History very useful. Often 
joined or part of combined 
course. 

Horticulture CAFRE 
UK Uni(s) 
or Direct 
Entry 

English 
Maths 
DA Science 

Agriculture 
and Land Use 

No specific subject 
requirements. 

A science may be useful. 
Direct Entry – 4 GCSE 
passes. 
Limited courses offered. 

Hospitality 
Management 

BMC 
UU 
UK Uni(s) 

English 
Mathematics 

Home 
Economics 
A Language 

No specific subject 
requirements. 

Work Experience vital. A 
language is very useful. 
GOOD CAREER 
PROSPECTS. 

Human 
Resource 
Management 

UU 
UK Uni(s) 
 

English 
Maths 

Business 
Studies 

No specific subject 
requirements. 

Business Studies or a 
language may be useful. 

Information 
Communication 
Technology 

UU 
UK Uni(s) 

English 
Maths 

Computing or 
ICT 
Technology 

No specific subject 
requirements. 

A-Level ICT or Computing 
are useful but not essential. 

International 
Politics and 
Conflict Studies 
 

QUB English 
Maths 
 

History No specific subject 
requirements. 

History 
Politics 

Irish Studies QUB 
UU 

English 
Maths 
Irish 

History Irish. Many combinations 
available.   

Journalism BMC 
UU 
UK Uni(s) 

English 
Maths 

Journalism 
History 

No specific subject 
requirements. 

UU grades BBB to BBC. 
English, Media Studies, 
History and Politics useful. 

Land Use & 
Environmental 
Management 

QUB Maths grade B 
Science 

Geography 
Agriculture 
and Land Use 

No specific subject 
requirements. 

A Science or Geography 
may be useful. 
Good career prospects. 

Landscape 
Architecture/ 
Design 

CAFRE 
UK Uni(s) 

English 
Maths 
DA Science 

Art No specific subject 
requirements. 

Geography, Biology, 
Business Studies, 
Chemistry or Art all very 
useful. 

Law 
Law with 
Politics 

QUB 
UU 
UK Uni(s) 

At least 7 high 
GCSE Grades 
required 

English 
Literature 
History 
Politics 

No specific subject 
requirements. 

Usual grades 
AAA/AAB. 
A-Level History, English or 
Politics may be useful. 
APTITUDE TEST 
REQUIRED FOR SOME 
UK UNIVERSITIES. 

Law with 
French 

QUB At least 7 high 
GCSE Grades 
required 

English 
Literature 
History 
Politics 
 

French grade A Usual grades AAA 
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Career/Course Univ. 
Necessary GCSE 

Subjects 

Useful GCSE 

Subjects 

 

Necessary               

A-Level Subjects 

Useful A-Level Subjects 

& Comments 

Leisure Studies Direct 
Entry 

4 GCSE grades C, 
English, Maths & 
Science included 

PE WORK EXPERIENCE 
IMPORTANT. 

Direct Application. 
Good sports interest. 
Reference. 

Liberal Arts 
(with a subject) 

St. Mary’s 
University 
College 

English 
Maths 

 The subject chosen 
must be studied at A-
Level, i.e. Business or 
English or Geography 
or History or Irish or 
PE or RE. 
 

Direct application. Must be 
chosen with Business or 
English or Geography or 
History or Irish or PE or 
RE. 

Liberal Arts QUB At least 7 high 
GCSE grades 

 No specific subject 
requirements 

AAA 

Marine Biology / 
Sciences 

QUB 
UU 
UK Uni(s) 

Maths 
DA Science 

Geography 2 Science subjects. Biology & Chemistry 
preferred. Geography may 
be useful. 

Marketing UU 
BMC 
UK Uni(s) 

English 
Maths 

Business 
Studies 
A Language 

No specific subject 
requirements. 

Business Studies or a 
language are useful. 

Mathematics QUB 
UU 

Maths high grade 
English 

Add Maths 
Computing 
DA Science 

Maths. Further Maths useful. 
Combinations available. 
GOOD CAREER 
PROSPECTS. 

Mechanical 
Engineering 

QUB 
UU 

Maths 
DA Science 

Computing 
Technology 

Maths & a Science or 
Technology. 

Physics preferred. Further 
Maths helpful. GOOD 
CAREER PROSPECTS. 
 

Media Studies UU 
UK Uni(s) 

English 
Maths 

Journalism, 
English, 
Media 
Studies 
 

No specific subject 
requirements. 

Moving Image Arts, Media 
Studies or Eng Lit very 
useful. Good artistic & 
critical sense required. 

Medicine QUB 
UK Uni(s) 

English, Maths, DA 
Science. High 
profile required – 
9 A* or A grades. 

 Chemistry & one other 
Science. Biology to 
least AS Level. 
WORK EXPERIENCE 
ESSENTIAL. 

A, A, A. 
A in Chemistry plus a 4th A 
grade at AS Level. 
APTITUDE TEST & 
INTERVIEW REQUIRED. 

Music QUB 
UU 
UK Uni(s) 

English 
Maths 
Music 

 A-Level Music or 
Grade 8 Practical and 
Theory. 

Audition & Interview may be 
required. At least grade B in 
A-Level Music. 

Music 
Production/ 
Music 
Technology 

QUB 
BMC 
UK Uni(s) 

English 
Maths 
DA Science 
Music 

Computing or 
Technology 

For QUB: Grade B 
required in Computing 
or ICT or Maths or 
Music or Physics. 

Grade 8 Theory or Music is 
acceptable instead of A-
Level Music – range of 
grades required depending 
on the institution. 

Nursing QUB 
UU 
UK Uni(s) 

English 
Maths 
SA/DA Science 

 WORK EXPERIENCE 
REQUIRED. 

Biology is preferable, 
grades B, C, C. Non-
Science background grade 
requirement is B, B, C. 
 
Multiple Mini Interview 
process very rigorous. 

Occupational 
Therapy 

UU English 
Maths 
DA Science 

 WORK EXPERIENCE 
and INTERVIEW 
REQUIRED. 

B, B, B. Any subjects. High 
degree of commitment. 

Ophthalmic 
Optics/ 
Optometry 

UU 
UK Uni(s) 

English 
Maths 
DA Science 

 2 Science subjects or 
1 Science & Maths. 

Grades A, A, B. Very 
competitive. 

Paramedic 
Science 

UU English 
Maths 
SA/DA Science 

DA Science No specific 
requirements 

B, B, C 
Very competitive course 
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Career/Course Univ. 
Necessary GCSE 

Subjects 

Useful GCSE 

Subjects 

 

Necessary               

A-Level Subjects 

Useful A-Level Subjects 

& Comments 

Pharmacy QUB 
UU 

English 
Maths 
DA Science 

 Chemistry & 1 other 
Science or Maths. 

Biology is preferred as 2nd 
science. Grades A, A, B. 
Very competitive. 

Photography UU 
BMC 
UK Uni(s) 

English 
Maths 

Art No specific subject 
requirements. 
Submission of 
portfolio of work 
required. 

Art could be useful, 
experience with cameras 
and software is very useful. 

Physics QUB 
UK Uni(s) 

Maths 
DA Science 

 Physics & Maths. Sometimes 3 Sciences 
required for best courses: 2 
acceptable. GOOD 
CAREER PROSPECTS. 

Physiotherapy UU English 
Maths 
DA Science 

1 Science 
subject 
(preferably 
Biology) or 
Maths 
 

WORK EXPERIENCE 
REQUIRED. 
 

Grades B, B, B. Very 
competitive.  
Applicants must undertake 
a video interview. 
 

Podiatry UU 
UK Uni(s) 

English 
Maths 
DA Science 

 1 Science subject or 
Maths 
WORK EXPERIENCE 
REQUIRED. 

 

Grades B, B, B. 
Applicants must undertake 
a video interview. 
 

Politics QUB 
UU 

English 
Maths 

History No specific subject 
requirements 

Politics useful. Usually part 
of Humanities course. 

Property 
Investment / 
Development/ 
Real Estate 
 

UU 
UK Uni(s) 

English 
Maths 

Business 
Studies 
Finance 
Geography or 
Construction 
or 
Technology 
 
 

No specific subject 
requirements. 

Grades B, B, C at UU. 
Business Studies, 
Geography or Technology 
are useful. 
 

Psychology QUB 
UU 

English 
Maths 

Science No specific subject 
requirements. 

Grades range from A, B, B 
at QUB to C, C, C at UK 
Universities. ENSURE THE 
DEGREE IS VALIDATED 
BY THE B.P.S. 

Quantity 
Surveying 

UU 
UK Uni(s) 

Grade B at GCSE 
Maths and English 
DA Science 

Construction 
or 
Technology 
Geography 
Business 
Studies 

No specific subject 
requirements. 

Maths, Technology, 
Geography or Business are 
useful. Grades – B, B, B. 
GOOD CAREER 
PROSPECTS 

Radiography UU 
UK Uni(s) 

English 
Maths 
DA Science 

 1 Science subject or 
Maths. 

Grades B, B, B. Applicants 
must undertake a video 
interview. 
Work Experience useful. 

Retail 
Management 

UK Uni(s) 
Direct 
Entry 

English & Maths Business 
Studies 
Economics 

WORK EXPERIENCE 
STRONGLY 
RECOMMENDED. 

Business Studies useful. 
Part of Business Degree. 
Direct entry requires 5 
GCSE’s and 3 good A-
Levels. 

Renewable 
Energies 

UU 
UK Uni(s) 

English 
Maths 
DA Science 

Technology 
or 
Construction 

Maths or a Science or 
Technology or 
Computing or ICT. 

Grades B, B, C for UU. 
GOOD CAREER 
PROSPECTS. 

Social Work UU 
QUB 

English 
Maths 

 No specific subject 
requirements. 
INTERVIEW 
REQUIRED. 

Evidence of interest & 
commitment. 
SIGNIFICANT WORK 
EXPERIENCE.  

Sociology QUB 
UU 
UK Uni(s) 

English 
Maths 

History 
Media 
Studies 

No specific subject 
requirements. 

History or Politics may be 
useful. 
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Career/Course Univ. 
Necessary GCSE 

Subjects 

Useful GCSE 

Subjects 

 

Necessary              A-

Level Subjects 

Useful A-Level Subjects 

& Comments 

Software 
Development / 
Engineering 

QUB 
UU 
UK Uni(s) 

Maths Grade B 
English 
Science 

Computing, 
Software 
Systems 
Development 

QUB requires Maths 
or a science or 
Computing or 
Technology. 
(not single award ICT) 

Maths, Computing and 
Physics are useful. Grades 
B, B, B.  
GOOD CAREER 
PROSPECTS. 

Speech and 
Language 
Therapy 

UU 
UK Uni(s) 

English 
Maths 
Science 

A Language 
English 
Literature 

English Literature or a 
Language. 

Maths & Science useful. 
Grades B, B, B. Interview 
required 
Very competitive. 

Sport and 
Exercise 
Sciences 

BMC 
UU 
UK Uni(s) 

English 
Maths 
Science 

Sports 
Studies 

PE or Biology or 
Chemistry or Maths or 
Physics. 

Grades range from A, A, B 
(UU) to B, C, C in UK.  
Very competitive. 

Sports Studies 
Sports 
Coaching & 
Performance 

UU 
Stranmillis
College 
UK Uni(s) 

English 
Maths 
Science 

Sports 
Studies 

PE or Geography or 
History or Geography 
or Politics. 

Grades range from A, A, B 
(UU) to B, C, C in UK.  
Very competitive. 

Sports 
Technology/ 
Engineering 

UK Uni(s) English 
Maths 
DA Science 

Technology 
Construction 
ICT/Computin
g 

A Science or Maths or 
Technology. 

A new field of engineering 
with good career prospects. 

Technology & 
Design 

UU 
UK Uni(s) 

English 
Maths 
Science 

Technology 
Construction 
ICT/Computin
g 

Maths or a Science or 
Technology. 

Technology is most useful. 
Good career prospects. 

Travel & 
Tourism 
(International) 

UU 
BMC 
UK Uni(s) 

English 
Maths 

Languages 
Business 
Studies 

No specific subject 
requirements. 
 
C,C,C 

Languages or Business 
Studies useful. Work 
Experience important... 

Veterinary 
Science 

UK Uni(s) 
CAO 
U.C.D 

English, Maths, DA 
Science. High 
profile required – 9 
A*/A’s. 

 Chemistry & Biology. 
WORK EXPERIENCE 
ESSENTIAL. 

Physics or Maths preferred 
in addition. Check each 
university for specific 
entrance criteria. A, A, A. A 
in Chemistry plus a 4th A 
grade at AS Level. 
APTITUDE TEST 
REQUIRED & INTERVIEW 
USUALLY REQUIRED. 

Youth Work UU 
UK Uni(s) 

English 
Maths 

 No specific subject 
requirements – Work 
Experience essential. 

Any A-Levels. Evidence of 
interest & commitment. 
INTERVIEW REQUIRED. 

Zoology QUB 
UK Uni(s) 

English 
Maths 
DA Science 

 Biology & 1 other 
Science. 

Chemistry preferred as the 
2nd Science. QUB requires 
grades B, B, B. 
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Choosing Your GCSE Subjects: A Guide for Year 10 

Your GCSE subject options are now firmly in your sights. We all struggle with big 
choices, so here are 14 essential pointers to help you navigate the process. 

1. Let the choices be yours 

You’ll receive advice from parents and teachers—listen to them but ultimately 
choose what you want to do. Don't pick a subject just because your friends are 
doing it. If you enjoy a subject, you are more likely to work harder and achieve a 
higher grade. 

2. Know the compulsory subjects 

At St. Patrick’s, some subjects are mandatory. These core subjects include: 

• Mathematics 
• English Language & Literature 
• Science 
• Religion 

3. Review the Options Booklet 

Some subjects are based heavily on coursework, while others rely on final exams. 
Check the Year 10 Options Booklet to see which style of assessment suits your 
strengths. 

4. Play to your strengths 

Think about the subjects you have a natural flair for. Being good at a subject helps 
manage your workload, as you’ll likely complete the work more quickly and with 
better results. 

5. Think about your future career 

While it’s early, some GCSE choices affect A-Levels. For example: 

• Single Award Science may limit your ability to take Science at A-Level. 
• Double Award Science (Physics, Chemistry, and Biology) keeps more doors 

open for scientific careers. 

6. Strike a balance 

Try to keep your options open by choosing a variety of subjects. If you love the Arts, 
consider balancing them with a Language or History. 
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7. Choose the subject, not the teacher 

Teachers change, but the subject content remains. Don't avoid a subject because of 
a difficult relationship with a teacher, and don't pick one just because you like the 
current teacher. 

8. Don't follow the crowd 

Doing different classes from your friends won't ruin your social life; it gives you more 
to talk about at break! Plus, you’ll likely make new friends in your new classes. 

9. Don't worry about "future salary" yet 

You don't need to pick GCSEs based on a salary. Focus on what you are good at. 
Happiness in your career comes from doing something you enjoy, and high pay can 
be achieved in almost any sector with experience. 

10. Get advice from the right sources 

• Teachers: They understand the course requirements. 
• Careers Advisors: They are trained professionals. 
• Parents: They know you best. 
• Online Forums: Sites like The Student Room allow you to talk to peers in the 

same position. 

11. Quality over quantity 

Universities and employers prefer high grades in fewer subjects over mediocre 
grades in many. Don't over-burden yourself; burnout is real. If in doubt, ask a 
teacher how many subjects are right for you. 

12. University requirements 

Most universities only strictly require English and Maths at GCSE. For competitive 
degrees like Law, they often care more about your grades than the specific subjects 
you chose at age 14. However, specialised fields (Medicine, Engineering) will 
require specific Science and Maths backgrounds. 

13. Grades are important, but they aren't everything 

While aim for A*–C (or 9–4) grades, remember there are many paths to success. 
Apprenticeships are increasingly popular and often have flexible academic 
requirements. Do your best, but don't let the pressure make you ill. 

 

 

https://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/
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14. Stay calm 

These are important decisions, but they aren't "life-ending" if you get one wrong. If 
you realise you've made a mistake, most schools allow you to swap subjects within 
the first two weeks of the term. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Since choosing GCSEs involves balancing your personal interests with your future 
goals, it helps to look at the different "types" of subjects. 

Factor 
Pros (The 
"Why") 

Cons (The 
"Watch-out") 

Picking what you love 

Higher motivation, 
better grades, and 
less "dread" when 
the workload gets 
heavy. 

You might 
accidentally pick 
subjects that are too 
similar (e.g., three 
creative arts). 

Picking what you're good at 

Boosts your overall 
grade average and 
reduces time spent 
on homework. 

You might miss out 
on a "challenge" or a 
new subject you 
haven't tried yet. 

Facilitating Subjects (e.g., Double 
Science) 

Keeps doors open 
for STEM careers, 
medicine, and 
engineering. 

Heavier workload 
and more exams 
compared to Single 
Award options. 

Coursework-Heavy Subjects 

Takes the pressure 
off the final exam 
day; allows for 
steady progress. 

Requires excellent 
time management 
and meeting constant 
deadlines throughout 
the year. 

New Subjects (e.g., Business, 
Media) 

An opportunity to 
explore a fresh 
interest you haven't 
studied in Key 
Stage 3. 

It is a "risk" because 
you don't know for 
sure if you'll like the 
actual work. 

"Safe" Core Subjects 
(History/Geography/Languages) 

Highly respected 
by universities and 
provides a 
"balanced" profile. 

Can be content-
heavy with a lot of 
memorisation and 
long essays/case-
studies. 

 


